1 


^Bi 


||    L,M 

iC'-n 

w'»T 


|(saac  <£r*ig. 


"J3.EAD    ANYTHING    CONTINUOUSLY     AND  YOU    W4LL    BE  PfPjf 

LEARNED."  f#' 

(Dr.  Johnson. 


UNIVERSITY 

OF  PITTSBURGH 

LIBRARY 


wy  OF  p, 


THIS  BOOK  PRESENTED  BY 

Buhl  Foundation 


y3H  v'; 


showing  that  Mr.  Pollock  was  an  adept  in 
political  management,  and  that  the  science 
was  not  unknown  to  the  prominent  men  of 
the  early  dayaot  our  Commonwealth. 
t  " 'Silvers  Spring,  Aug.  15,  1798. 
]-'ear  bin  :  bince  yours  ot  the  12th,  I 
have  been  over  [illegible!  and  given  a  lithe 
necessary  information  in  that  quarter  I 
hud  the  opposite  side  is  to  have  what  th  ev 
call  a  general  meeting  at  Carlisle,  the  24'h 
mst.  la  fine,  my  friend,  they  are  making 
every  exertion,  and  if  we  don'tdo  the  same 
and  stick  to  one  point,  all  is  lost.  I  will 
see  the  Whitehiils  to-morrow  and  make 
Jbemdotne  needfall.  Keep  close  to  [il- 
legible]  and  I  will  brin?  forward  all  I  can. 

1  'Yours  sincerely, 
<.t>    n       ttt      r  °  Pollock 

To  Gen.  Wm.  Irvine,  Carlisle,  Pa  ,  Hon'd 

by  31  r.  Hamilton." 
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REPRESENTATION    , 

OF  THE  CASE  OF 

OLIVER    POLLOCK. 


DURING  the  revolutionary  war,  Mr.  Oliver 
Pollock  was  appointed  an  agent  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  at  New- Orleans.  The  following 
is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  a  committee  of  the 
old  Congress,  dated,  44  In  secret  committee, 
Philadelphia,  June  12th,  1777." 

44  The  good  disposition  you  discover  to  our 
44  cause,  and  the  character  you  bear,  has  deter- 
"  mined  us  to  employ  you  as  our  commercial 
"  agent  in  New-Orleans,  in  full  confidence  that 
44  your  conduct  in.  our  affairs  will  be  such  as  to 
44  entitle  you  co  our  approbation  and  future  favors  ; 
44  and  should  it  at  any  time  be  your  misfortune  to 
44  fall  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  as  you  have 
44  suggested,  you  have  liberty  to  claim  the  pro- 
44  tection  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as 
44  their  commercial  agent  resident  at  New-Orleans, 
44  and  may  depend  that  Congress  will  redeem  you 
44  by  exchange,  or  retaliate  any  injuries  orindig- 
44  nities  that  may  be  offered  you,  and  they  have 
44  always  a  sufficiency  of  prisoners  in  their  power 
44  to  do  this  with  effect,  if  our  enemies  dare  to 
44  treat  ill  those  persons  that  are  entitled  to  our 

protection.     Thus  much  we  have  said  that  you 
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mined  part  of  the  stores  arrived,  and  to  arrive, 
should  be  brought  up  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio 
to  Fort  Pitt,  and  direct  the  agent  immediately  to 
set  about  carrying  that  determination  into  ex- 
ecution. They  add,  "  With  respect  to  the 
44  remainder,  we  confirm  the  instructions  given 
44  the  24th  October,  and  12th  June.  We  shall 
44  order  a  quantity  of  flour  to  Pittsburgh  against 
44  these  goods  arrive  there,  in  order  to  load  the 
44  boats  back  again,  provided  it  can  be  obtained 
44  on  any  tolerable  terms  ;  but  the  carriage  across 
44  the  mountains  comes  excessive  high." 

On  the  19th  July,  1779,  the  commercial  com- 
mittee, then  at  Philadelphia,  wrote  again  to  the 
agent  in  the  following  terms  :  "  Sir,  the  affairs  of 
44  this  committee  being  for  several  months  past 
44  greatly  deranged,  occasioned  by  the  frequent 
44  succession  of  new  members  in  the  room  of  such 
44  as  had  left  Congress,  together  with  the  removal 
44  of  their  books  and  papers  *to  different  parts  of 
44  the  country  for  safety,  when  the  enemy  took 
44  possession  of  this  city  ;  these  accidents  prevent  - 
44  ed  your  several  letters  being  hitherto  regularly 
44  answered.  To  remedy  this  evil,  Congress  did, 
4*  on  the  14th  day  of  December  last,  appoint  a 
44  new  committee  of  commerce,  who  will  be 
44  enabled  to  conduct  their  affairs  with  regularity 
44  in  future." 

44  Upon  laying  your  letters  before  Congress,  this 
44  committee  procured  the  inclosed  resolves,  by 
44  which  you  will  perceive  they  are  fully  empower- 
44  gd  to  exert  every  possible  means  of  making  you 
44  remittances  ;  but  from  the  present  local  circum- 
44  stances  of  this  country,  it  will  not  be  in  their 
"power  to  do  any  thing  considerable  until  the  new 
44  wheat  is  manufactured,  of  which  we  have  had 
44  this  season  the  finest  crops,  both  as  to  quantity 
*4  and  quality,  that  has  been  known  for  many  years* 
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V  Indeed  the  crops  of  the  preceding  year  were 
44  not  only  scant,  but  the  wheat  of  Maryland  and 
44  Virginia  infected  by  a  fly,  that  rendered  a  great 
44  part  thereof  unfit  for  use.  This,  added  to  the 
44  great  supplies  for  out  armies,  together  with  the 
44  necessity  we  were  under,  of  largely  supplying 
44  the  Count  D'Estaing's  fleet  at  Boston,  obliged 
44  the  states  to  lay  a  general  embargo  on  all  pro- 
44  vision,  which  we  now  expect  will  soon  be  re- 
44  moved,  upon  the  arrival  of  new  flour  at  our 
44  markets,  when  we  shall  exert  ourselves  in 
44  shipping  large  quantities  to  New- Orleans,  and 
44  we  think  with  you,  that  it  will  be  safest  via  the 
44  Havanna,  where  it  maybe  re-shipped  to  you 
44  in  Spanish  bottoms,  provided  there  is  not  a 
44  rupture  between  that  court  and  Great  Britain, 
44  and  that  it  be  admitted  by  the  Spanish  governor, 
44  whose  permission  it  will  be  necessary  for  us 
44  previously   to  obtain." 

44  From  your  letters  and  accounts  we  learn  that 
44  several  sums  of  money  have  been  advanced  by 
':'  you  for  the  state  of  Virginia,  on  an  expedition 
44  under  the  command  of  colonel  David  Rodger s 
44  end  colonel  George  R.  Clark,  for  the  reduction 
44  of  the  post  at  St.  Vincent.  JVe  are  led  to  cnn~ 
41  elude  from  your  letters,  £srV.  that  the  scleral 
ii  parcels  of  goods  you  sent  up  the  Mississippi, 
44  were  chief y  applied  by  the  state  of  Virginia,  as 
14  we  have  never  received  any  advice  from  Fort 
44  Pitt  of  their  arrival  there.  It  will  be  there- 
44  fore  necessary  for  your  government  that  you 
<4  charge  the  state  of  Virginia  with  all  such 
*.*  advances,  and  net  blend  it  with  your  accounts 
"  with  this  committee,  and  let  us  know  the  amount 
*'  thereof." 

14  By  a  neglect,  which  could  not  at  the  time  be 
44  avoided,  in  making  taxation  coeval  with  our 
44  paper  emissions,  the  hitter  is  increased  to  such 
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•'  an  enormous  quantity,  as  to  double  the  sum  ne- 
"  cessary  for  a  medium,  and  occasion  a  rapid  de- 
"  preciation.  This  has  at  length  opened  the  eyes 
"  of  the  people,  who  readily  consent  to  large  tax- 
"  ations,  in  order  to  sink  a  part  of  the  circulating 
"  paper,  so  as  to  appreciate  gradually  the  re- 
"  mainder,  and  thereby  bring  it  back  nearly  to  its 
"  original  standard. 

"  Jl  gives  us  real  pain  when  we  reflect  on  the 
"  many  difficulties  you  have  labored  under,  by 
"your  exertions  for  the  public  cause;  and  be  as- 
"  sured,  Sir,  our  utmost  endeavors  shall  be  used 
"  for  your  speedy  relief 

The  preceding  letters,  which  form  only  a  part 
of  an  extensive  cotemporaneous  correspondence, 
now  too  old  to  be  particularly  interesting,  or  to  be 
easibly  accessible,  will  serve  to  shew  the  hazard- 
ous and  critical  service  confided  to  Mr.  Pol- 
lock, on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  We  shall 
soon  see  the  maimer  in  which  he  discharged  this 
trust,  and  the  essential  obligations  an  inviolable 
integrity,  and  an  enthusiastic  zeal  in  a  glorious 
cause,  enabled  him  to  confer  upon  his  country. 
We  shall,  at  the  same  time,  see  the  manner  in 
which  his  country,  to  whatever  cause  it  is  to  be 
ascribed,  complied  with  her  stipulations,  and  re- 
quited these  obligations ;  and  perhaps  we  shall 
even  find  that  country,  her  great  object  accom- 
plished, in  an  hour  of  peace,  glory  and  prosperity, 
listening  with  cold  regard  to  the  tale  of  his  suffer- 
ings. 

Immediately  on  undertaking  this  agency,  Mr. 
Pollock  devoted  generously  and  unreservedly  ail 
the  personal  resources  a  flourishing  state  Of -affairs 
and  unbounded  credit  supplied,  and  all  those 
afforded  by  powerful  and  opulent  friendship,  to  its 
accomplishment.  He  made  large  purchases,  fitted 
out   important    and    energetic .  equipments,    and 
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obtained  in  his  own  name  for  public  use,  consi- 
derable advances  and  loans. 

It  had  been  proposed  to  supply  him  with  the 
means  of  making  purchases,  and  transacting  the 
other  necessary  operations  of  his  agency,  by  an  ap- 
propriation of  certain  funds  belonging  to  Messieurs 
Willing  and  Morris,  in  Philadelphia,  which  the 
committee  had  learned  were  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Pollock.  It  so  happened  that  Mr.  Pollock  had 
previously  remitted  those  funds  to  the  house  of 
Willing  and  Morris.  It  was  expressly  stipulated 
as  those  funds  had  been  remitted  that  Mr.  Pollock 
should  draw  on  the  committee  in  favor  of  whom 
he  pleased,  with  an  assurance  that  his  drafts  would 
be  paid.  The  committee  also  pledged  the  public, 
that  cargoes  of  flour  should  be  shipped  back  to 
him  in  the  several. vessels  he  employed,  or  depo- 
sited for  him  at  the  Cape,  and  that  other  remit- 
tances should  be  made  to  provide  for  future  pur- 
chases. In  the  letter  of  the  commercial  com- 
mittee, dated  July  19,  1779,  the  fidelity  and  im- 
portance of  his  exertions  are  amply  recognized, 
his  official  agency  is  confirmed,  and  the  engage- 
ments of  the  public  unequivocally  stated.  At  the 
same  time  a  want  of  ability  to  execute  them  is  la- 
mented. In  this  dangerous  situation,  no  funds 
received,  no  flour  shipped,  no  remittances  made, 
his  drafts  protested,  his  credit  and  his  friendship 
suffering,  and  increasing  embarrassments  arising 
around  him  on  every  side,  still  the  pressing  exi- 
gencies of  the  public  interest,  and  the  salvation  of 
so  great  a  cause,  precluded  his  abandoning  the 
trust  confided  to  him.  He  sought  for  consolation 
in  the  resolutions  empowering  the  committee  to 
exert  every  possible  means  of  making  him  remit- 
tances ;  and  in  the  information  received  from  them, 
that  they  were  determined,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
new  flour  at  market,  to  exert  themselves  in  ship- 
ping large   quantities  to  him  via  the  Kavauna,  to 
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be  thence  re- shipped  in  Spanish  bottoms  to  New 
Orleans.  Under  these  hopes  he  continued  to  pro- 
secute the  arduous  and  hazardous  business  of  his 
agency.  These  hopes  foiled.  In  the  mean  time 
his  own  resources  became  exhausted;  the  resources 
and  credit  of  his  friends  could  not  long  be  relied 
upon  ;  the  Congress  was  unable  to  pay  his  drafts, 
or  to  forward  the  promised  supplies ;  the  debts 
contracted  in  his  own  name,  but  on  the  public  ac- 
count, increased  to  an  alarming  sum  ;  the  creditors 
to  whom  they  were  due,  became  urgent ;  all  the 
expected  emoluments  of  his  agency  vanished,  car- 
rying with  them  his  existing  means  ;  and  the  ri- 
gorous police  of  a  foreign  government  menaced 
him  with  instant  destruction. 

These  disasters  compelled  him  by  the  year  1781, 
to  leave  his  family  at  New  Orleans,  and  to  repair 
to  the  United  States  to  adjust  his  affairs,  both 
with  the  United  States,  and  with  the  state  of  Vir- 
ginia. This  privilege,  however,  could  not  be  ac- 
corded to  him  but  on  the  hard  condition  of  leaving 
a  respectable  American  citizen  in  his  place  as  a 
hostage  until  his  return. 

He  landed  at  Wilmington,  and  proceeded  by  land 
to  Richmond.  Finding  the  Assembly  not  in 
session,  and  the  Executive  not  authorised  to  act 
in  his  behalf,  he  waited  on  Congress  at  Philadel- 
phia. Here  he  found  a  settlement  with  the  state 
of  Virginia  made  a  preliminary  to  a  settlement 
with  the  United  States.  The  Assembly  of  Virginia 
convened  in  October,  1782,  and  he  was  the  bearer 
of  the  following  letter  from  the  Financier  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Executive  of  Virginia. 

"  Office  c/Finance,  October  29,  1782. 

"   SIR. 

"  IT  becomes  my  duty  to  transmit  to  your 
t%  excellency  the  enclosed  copy  of  an   act    of  the 
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"  twenty- second  instant,  and  to  pray  that  the 
"  settlement  of  Mr.  Pollock's  accounts  with  your 
"  state  may  be  facilitated,  in  order  that  those  with 
"  the  United  States  may  be  adjusted.  The  act 
"  is  couched  in  such  favorable  terms  that  it  might 
"  be  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing  personally 
11  relating  to  that  gentleman.  But  the  many 
"  reasons  I  have  to  entertain  the  most  favorable 
u  opinion  of  him  would  convert  my  silence  into 
"injustice.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  assure  your 
"  excellency  that  a  variety  of  evidence  has  con- 
il  curred  to  convince  me  that  Mr.  Pollock,  with 
u  much  abilities  to  serve  his  country,  has  joined 
"  unwearied  industry  to  disinterested  zeal.  I 
4C  must  add  also  that  he  has  been  essentially  useful 
t4  in  those  moments  when  an  extreme  distress 
4 '  gave  double  value  to  every  office  of  friendship. 
"  With  perfect  respect,  1  have  the  honor  to  be, 
tc  sir,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 
"•'  Robert  Morris.  His  excellency  the  governor 
tC  of  Virginia." 

Having  placed  his  accompts  with  the  state  of 
Virginia  in  a  train  for  settlement,  and  having  left 
v  power  of  attorney  with  a  confidential  agent  to 
make  every  necessary  arrangement  for  the  com- 
plete adjustment  oi'  his  concerns  with  both  govern- 
ments, Mr.  Pollock  was  induced,  from  the  par- 
ticular consideration  of  his  ancient  and  sincere 
friend,  the  former  erovernor  of  Louisiana  Count  De 
Galvez,  being  appointed  by  the  court  of  Spain 
governor  general  at  the  Havanna*  to  accept  of  a 
new  aeencv  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  at  that 
place.  His  commission  of  commercial  agent  at 
the  Havanna,  bears  date  the  20th  of  May,  1783, 
and  he  immediately  repairec]  thither.  His  stay 
at  the  Havanna  was  of  eighteen  months  duration  ; 
but  an  unexpected  disaster,  the  history  of  which 
introduce-  tjie  developement  of  the  first  article  of 
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bis  present  claims  on  the  United  States,  soon  pre- 
vented his  rendering  any  service  either  to  himself, 
or  the  citizens  of  the  country  which  had  sent 
him. 

While  at  New- Orleans  Mr.  Pollock  was  directed 
by  an  order  of  the  governor  and  council  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  then  commissioners  of  trade,  to 
draw  bills  on  the  house  of  Messieurs  Penette 
Dacosta  Freres  and  company,  at  Nantz,  to  the 
amount  of  65,814  dollars  5  rials  ;  and  had  ac- 
cord inply  drawn  bills  on  that  house  to  the  amount 
of  58,549  dollars  5  rials,  part  of  the  same.  It 
seems  that  measures  had  been  comtemplated  to 
ship  tobacco  from  America  to  answer  those  bills  ; 
but  that  in  the  expedition  of  Arnold  into  Virginia, 
that  tobacco,  with  other  stores,  was  burnt,  and 
those  arrangements  in  consequence  defeated.  The 
bills  were  all  returned  under  protest,  and  damages 
incurred  thereon  of  eighteen  per  centum,  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  place  where  they  were  drawn. 
The  holders  of  these  bills'arrested  Mr.  Pollock  at 
the  Havanna  for  the  amount  of  the  same.  His 
personal  resources  enabled  him  to  take  up  only 
20,000  dollars,  part  of  the  principal  and  damages 
thereon.  The  remainder,  amounting  to  38,389 
dollars  5  rials,  subject  to  an  addition  of  eighteen 
per  centum  damages,  and  the  interest,  was  in  the 
hands  of  his  creditors  ;  and  for  this  himself  was 
held  in  bondage  at  the  Havanna,  as  well  as  his 
hostage  at  New-Orleans,  and  an  embargo,  as  it 
was  termed,  laid  on  his  credits  at  the  Havanna. 

It  will  hereafter  appear  that  the  disbursements 
which  occasioned  those  bills  were  made  in  aid  of 
the  conquest  of  the  Illinois  country  by  General 
Clark,  under  the  authority  of  the  state  of  Virginia. 
The  slate  of  Virginia  afterwards  ceded  that  con- 
quest to  the  United  States,  and  the  latter  under- 
tcek  all  the  consequent  charges.     So  that  on  the 
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double  ground  of  the  original  embarrassment 
having  been  produced  by  the  previous  absorption 
of  his  funds  by  the  United  States,  and  on  that  of 
the  whole  benefit  having  resulted  to  them,  it  can- 
not be  disputed  that  though  the  transaction  origi- 
nated with  Virginia,  if  Mr.  Pollock  is  entitled  to 
recompense,  and  has  never  received  //,  it  is  to  the 
United  States  he  is  to  look  for  it. 

The  following  documents  will  elucidate  this 
transaction,  and  will  save  the  necessity  of  ai  y 
dilated  commentary  upon  it. 

The  affidavit  of  John  Mourett  and  Ebenezer 
Rees. 

44  Havanna,  scilicet.  On  the  twenty  seventh 
"  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
"  eighty-four,  personally  appeared  before  us  David 
"  Be  vreridge  and  Thomas  Plunkett,  merchants,  from 
44  the  United  States  of  America,  now  residing  here, 
44  there  being  no  justices  here  for  said  states,  Dr. 
44  John  Mourett  and  EbenezerRees,  who  after  being 
44  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  on  the 
44  17th  day  of  this  month  a  non-commissioned 
44  officer,  and  two  soldiers,  with  arms  and  bayonets 
44  fixed,  came  to  the  dwelling  house  of  Oliver  Pol- 
'*  lock,  Esq.  and  then  and  there  seized  upon  and 
44  carrie  I  away  his  chariot,  together  with  a  pair  oi 
"-  mules,  harness,  &c.  his  negro  coachman,  the 
44  whole  of  which  was  carried  to  the  house  of  the 
44  Marquis  De  Rye.  Socore,  Depositor  General, 
44  where  they  still  remain,  by  order  of  his  excei- 
44  lency  governor  Lewis  Unzaga,  commander  in 
44  chief  of  this  island  ;  and  tfeat  this  morning  the 
44  deponents  being  in  the  employ  of  the  said  Oliver 
44  Pollock,  and  particularly  in  collecting  his  out- 
4C  standing;  debts,  went  in  company,  and  demanded 
44  of  the  different  bakers  the  sum  hereunto  annex- 
44  ed,  amounting  to  nine  thousand  five  hundred 
44  and    seventv-ibur    dollars,   two   rials,  to  which 
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"  cur  names  are  subscribed,  which  sum  we  know 
44  to  be  due  by  the  bakers  to  the  said  Oliver  Pollock, 
M  being  for  flour  supplied  them  at  different  times* 
44  which  they  informed  lis  the  whole  was  cmbar- 
44  goed  in  their  hands  by  order  of  Governor  Un- 
44  zaga.  And  further  we  know  and  declare  that 
44  the  same  is  taken  in  execution  for  the  different 
k4  suits  issued  out  against  the  aforesaid  Oliver  Pol- 
"  lock,  by  the  attornies  of  a  Monsieur  Eourgarci, 
44  and  others,  of  the  Mississippi,  for  protested 
44  bills  drawn  by  the  said  Pollock  on  Messieurs 
44  Penctte  Dacosta  Freres  and  company,  of  Bour- 
44  dcaux  and  Nantz,  by  order  of  the  governor  and 
44  council  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  as  per  their  letters 
44  dated  Virginia,  Nov.  6,  1779,  and  now  produced 
44  before  us,  and  further  saitb  not.  Signed  John 
4C  Mcurett,  Ebenezer  Rees.  Sworn  before  us  this" 
44  27th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ore 
44  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four.  David 
'4  Bevendge,  Thomas  Plunkett." 

44  Nicholas  Hernandez,       Dolls.     1362.  4 rials' 
44  Antonio  Stephens  &  Concession 

Bellasque,  -  -         -        2045 

44  Christopher  Cnrriel,  -       -        1589 

44  Antonio  Martin,  -  -  16 

44  Antonio  Curriliio,  -  -  745 

44  Antonio  Romequira,  70 

44  Francisco  de  Harmas,     -  -      1400 

44  Marceiina  Maura,  -  -  202 

"  Santiago  O'luimus,  -  -  40 

44  Joseph  Mania  Bello,        -  -       500 

'•  Pedro I  Joseph  de  Muta,         -  48.6 

44  Antonio  Nuxbar,  -  -        -      ,34 

44  Manuel  Bellon,         -         -         -      971 
44  Antonio  Fexex,     -         -  -        551 


"K:ivanna,  Mav  27th,  1784.  9,574  2 

'      "JOHN  MOURETT, 
'•EBENEZER  R! 
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Letter  from  Mr.  Pollock  to  Governor  Unzaga. 

41  sir,  Havanna,  August  17th,  1784. 

tC  AFTER  being  stripped  of  all  the  property 
I  had  in  this  country,  belonging  to  rnvself  and 
friends,  to  pay  public  debts  contracted  by  me 
on  the  Mississippi,  for  the  support  of  the  war 
carried  on  against  the  common  enemy,  agreeable 
to  your  verbal  permission,  I  made  agreei  .  ■■  s 
with  two  different  captains  of  vessels  to  take  me 
and  my  family  from  this  place,  but  very  unfor- 
tunately find  myself  greatly  disappointed  in 
both,  for  the  want  of  your  written  passport, 
particularly  one  of  them,  to  whom,  notwith- 
standing I  had  paid  our  passage,  and  put  our 
baggage,  wearing  apparel,  &e.  on  board,  has 
gene  away,  and  left  us  without  a  second  change 
of  clothes,  and  since  this  I  made  a  second 
attempt,  and  after  purchasing  and  putting  on 
board  Set.  St.  Rosalia  the  recess  -ry  stores  for 
our  voyage,  1  find  by  a  decree  of  yours,  dated 
the  14th  instant,  to  the  memorial  of  Mr. 
Buenad.  Gualba,  owner  of  said  vessel,  that  I  am 
once  more  to  be  disappointed  ana*  detained. 
Thus  reduced  and  harrassecl,with  a  large  family 
to  support,  which  since  the  creditors  lay  their 
heavy  hands  upon  my  property,  I  have  been 
under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  having  re- 
course to  a  friend,  whom  I  have  now  tired  cut, 
and  in  consequence  I  am  obliged  to  call  upon 
your  excellency  tor  support,  otherwise  grant  me 
your  passport  to  leave  the  country,  the  want  of 
which  has  caused  all  the  heavy  expenses,  dis- 
appointments and  delays  that  have  happened  to 
me  since  the  10th  ultimo  ;  therefore  to  avoid 
any  more  of  the  same  nature  I  request  that  your 
excellency   will    answer    this  letter  as  soon   as 
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"  possible,  and  let  me  know  what  I  have  to  depend 
44  on.  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect, 
44  sir,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble 
44  servant,  Oliver  Pollock.  His  excellency  go. 
44  vernor  Lewis  Unzaga." 

Letter  from  Governor  Unzaga  to  Oliver 
Pollock,  in  answer  to  the  preceding,  translated 
from  the  Spanish. 

44  SIR,  I  have  not  answered  the  several  private 
44  representations  which  you  have  made  to  me, 
"  soliciting  leave  to  return  to  Philadelphia,  as  you 
44  have  not  offered  any  means  to  satisfy  your 
"  several  creditors,  who  have  applied  to  this 
44  tribunal  that  you  may  not  be  allowed  to  quit  the 
44  place  until  their  demands  are  paid.  I  cannot 
44  consistently  with  the  laws,  agree  to  your  request. 
44  I  feel  however  greatly  for  your  situation,  which 
44  I  cannot  otherwise  relieve,  than  by  consenting 
44  to  your  lady  and  family  setting  out  for  Philadel- 
44  phia  in  the  vessel  which  is  about  to  sail  for  that 
44  place.  God  preserve  your  life  many  years. 
44  Havanna,  26th  August,  1784.  I  kiss  your 
44  hands,  and  am  vour  most  obedient  servant, 
"  LUIS  De  UNZAGA.' 

Letter  from  Governor  Unzaga  to  the  President 
of  Congress,  accompanying  the  preceding, 
translated  from  the  Spanish. 

44  Most  Excellent  Sir. 
4t  SIR,  Although  Mr.  Oliver  Pollock  has  made 
me  several  representations,  soliciting  of  me  the 
permission  of  returning  to  the  United  States,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  prevent  the  effect  of  several 
judicial  proceedings,  had  against  him  by  several 
of  his  creditors,  in  order  to  have   him   detained 
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44  here,  until  they  should  be  paid  ;  and  in  fact  it 
44  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  allow  Mr.  Pollock 
44  any  more  than  to  send  his  wife  and  family,  he 
"  remaining  here,  until  he  could  find  the  means 
*4  of  paying  his  debts,  the  major  part  of  which  it 
"  is  said  belong  to  the  said  United  States,  who  he 
44  hopes  have  already  taken  measures  to  restore 
u  his  credit,  and  obtain  the  leave  for  him  of  re- 
44  turning  to  Philadelphia.  As  this  gentleman 
44  came  here  recommended  by  your  excellency,  in 
44  the  name  of  Congress,  I  have  thought  it  proper 
44  to  inform  you  of  the  motives  of  h's  detention, 
14  assuring  you  again  at  the  same  time  of  my 
44  sincere  wish  to  serve  you,  and  to  convince  you 
44  of  my  respect.  God  grant  you  may  live  many 
44  years.  Havanna,  26th  August,  1784.  I  kiss 
"  your  hands,  and  am  your  obedient  servant-  Luis 
44  De  Unzaga.  To  his  excellency,  Thomas 
44  Mifflin,  President  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
44  States  of  America." 

Letter  from  Oliver  Pollock,  to  the  financier  of 
the  United  States,  accompanying  the  preceding. 

44  Havanna,  August  28,  1784. 
44  Sir,  This  serves  to  cover  copy  of  my  letter 
M  to  his  excellency  governor  Unzaga,  with  copy 
44  of  his  answer,  with  a  letter  to  his  excellency  the 
44  President,  all  of  which  I  earnestly  request  you 
44  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  Congress  as  soon 
44  as  possible.  Those  documents  will  inform  Con- 
14  gress  of  my  being  stopped  here,  for  sundry  debts 
44  brought  against  me  from  New  Orleans  to  this 
44  tribunal ;  therefore  in  order  you  may  fully  ex- 
44  plain  to  Congress  the  nature  of  those  debts  for 
44  which  I  am  detained,  I  have  herewith  enclosed 
41  you  a  clear  account  stated  cf  al1  the  debts  con- 
et  tra.cted  by  me  with  the  governcr  and  inhabitants 
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of  Louisiana  for  the  use  and  support  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  state  of  Virginia  during  the  war, 
"30  the  debts  liquidated  by  them  in  my  favor  ; 
ind  since   my  departure,  the  state  of  Vir- 
ia  has  been  pleased  to  pass  another  resolve  in 
tr  assembly,  contrary  to  the  sum  first  liquida- 
ted me,  respecting  which  I  hope  commissioners 
will  be  appointed  by  the  United  States    to    exa- 
mine and  finally  settle  those  accqmpts,  for  which. 
business  my  attorney  Daniel  Clark  or  William 
Turnbull  will  attend  with  the  original  vouchers, 
but  in  the. mean  time   I  must  call  upon  the  Uni- 
ted States,  upon  whose  faith  I  first  embarked 
to  distribute  my  fortune,  to  extricate  me  from 
my   present  bondage.       By  my  accompts  you 
will  perceive  the  amount  of  the  debts  now* in 
suit  against    me   is  27,334|  dollars,    and    hpw 
soon  the  others  may  fall  on  is  uncertain,   but  if 
the  sum  of  5 7,68 9|  dollars,  ducc    to  the  inhabi- 
tants  of  Louisiana,    is    made  up    either  by  the 
slate   of  Virginia  or  the  United  States,  and  paid 
tq  my  attorney  William  Turnbull,  Esquire,  v.  ho 
will  forward  it  to  me  here  to  pay  these  debts,  in 
jrobability   I  may  procure  my   liberty,  as  I 
eve  no  steps   will  be  taken  respecting  what 
e  to  General  Galvez,  until    his  arrival,  but 
nt  I  must  beg  you    will  pay  the  interest 
haft  sum  to  Mrs.  Pollock,  on  her  arrival, 
3  the  only  resource  left  me  for  the  support 
tmily,  which  I  am  under  the  disagreeable 
y  of  parting  with,  to  go  to  the  continent 
t.   I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  in  duty 
ited  ^tates,   without  acquainting  you 
he  course  of  the  different  suits  brought 
lor   these  debts,  that  I  have  been 
eir  public  officers  of  justice  be- 
,   &fcd  particularly  treated   with 
"."•  tie  of  rebel  debts    in  their 
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official  writings,  and  among  the  different  execu- 
tions issued  out  against  my  property,  one  was 
44  for  my  family's  carriage,  which  with  the  mules 
44  and  coachman  was  seized  upon  in  my  oivn  bouse 
44  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  carried  to  the  Depositor 
44  General's  the  17th  May,  where  it  still  remains, 
"  which  is  positively  contrary  to  their  own  laws, 
li  even  with  their  own  subjects.  I  have  the  honor 
"  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
14  and  most  humble  servant,  Oliver  Pollock.  The 
44  honorable  the  Financier  General." 

The  Affidavit  of  David  Beveridge,  elucidating 
the  same  transaction,  and  further  proving  the 
port  to  hive  been  shut  at  the  Havanna,  after  the 
peace,  and  that  Mr.  Pollock  derived  no  private 
commercial  emoluments  from  his  situation. 

44  On  the  thirteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year 
44  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  before 
44  me,  Clement  Riddle,  Esquire,  Notary  Public 
44  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  duly 
u  commissioned  and  authorised  by  law  to  admini- 
*'•  ster  oaths  and  affirmations,  dwelling  in  the  city 
44  of  Philadelphia,  personally  came  David  Beve- 
44  ridge,  of  the  said  city,  merchant,  who  being 
44  duly  affirmed  according  to  law,  on  his  solemn 
44  affirmat: on  alarms  and  says;  that  he  resided  at 
44  Havanna  as  a  merchant,  and  commercial  agent 
44  from  these  United  States,  part  of  the  years  i782, 
44  17  S3  and  1784,  and  particularly  at  the  time  that 
44  Oliver  Pollock,  Esquire,  was  stent  by  the  Spa- 
44  nish  government  at  Havanna,  for  debts  of  the 
44  United  Slates,  and  state  of  Virginia,  and  that 
44  during  the  space  of 'a  year  previous  to  the  month 
44  of  October,  1784,  there  ivere  no  vessels  ad- 
44  muted  to  enter  at  Havanna  from  the  United 
44  States,  or  any  commerce  allowed  to  the  Ameri- 
44  can  traders  in  that  port.  And  further,  that  he 
44  was  personally  acquainted  with  the  situation  of 
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the  said  Oliver  Pollock's  credit  as  a  merchant, 
which  was  then  respectable,  until  some  time  in 
May,  in  the  year  1784,  that  he  was  arrested  for 
the  public  debts,  which  he  had  contracted  at 
New- Orleans,  for  accompt  of  the  United  States , 
as  American  agent  there.  And  further,  that  he 
was  acquainted  with  sundry  of  the  Spanish  ba- 
kers, mentioned  in  the  annexed  list  of  debts,  of 
dollars  9574,  who  mentioned  to  him,  the  affir- 
mant, the  circumstance  of  these  monies  being 
stop!  in  their  hands  by  government  at  Havanna, 
and  he  is  positive  that  no  part  thereof  was  paid 
to  Oliver  Pollock  during  his  residence  there. 
And  this  deponent  further  recollects,  that  about 
July  or  August,  in  said  year  J  784,  that  said 
Oliver  Pollock  took  leave  of  his  wife  and  family 
at  Havanna,  when  they  took  their  passage  to 
Philadelphia,  in  the  ship  Favourite,  captain 
Vailance,  owned  by  general  Stewart  ;  that  said 
Oliver  Pollock  was  then  obliged  to  solicit  three 
thousand  dollars  from  Thomas  Plunket,  a  mer- 
chant of  the  United  States  at  said  place,  in  order 
to  pay  his  family's  passage,  and  defray  their  ex- 
penses, for  which  three  thousand  dollars  said 
Oliver  Pollock  gave  said  Plunket  his  obligation, 
u  hich  obligation  Plunket  shewed  to  the  affirmant 
soon  after  he  got  it,  which  brought  on  a  con- 
versation between  him  and  the  affirmant,  relative 
to  the  distressed  situation  of  the  said  American 
a%ent,  in  an  expensive  foreign  country,  being 
there  left  pennyless,  and  in  no  condition  to  re- 
lieve himself,  or  to  afford  either  advice  or  pro- 
tection to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  then 
at  Havanna.  David  Beveridge.  Affirmed  as  above 
b(  fore  me,  Clement  Biddlt." 
After  the  transmission  of  the  preceding  applica- 
tions to  Congress,  and  before  any  relief  had  been 
obtained,  the  long  expected  arrival  of  Don  Galvez 
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took  place.  He  came  accompanied  by  Don  Diego 
Gardoqui,  on  his  way  to  the  United  States,  in 
quality  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  court 
of  Spain.  On  the  representations  of  Don  Gatvez 
the  creditors  were  induced  to  consent  to  Mr.  Pol- 
lock's departure  for  the  United  States  in  company 
with  Don  Diego  Gardoqui,  on  condition  of  his 
previously  executing  a  bond  to  that  ambassador 
for  the  payment  of  the  whole  of  those  deb's  on 
their  mutual  arrival  in  this  country.  Of  that  obliga- 
tion the  following  document  is  an  attestation. 

"  Don  Lewis  Serano,  Notary  of  his  Majesty, 
4  and  attorney  for  the  Royal  Treasury  in  this  city 
4  and  island,  certifies  and  makes  known,  that  in 
4  the  public  register  of  my  office,  on  the  thirtieth 
4  day  of  last  April,  Don  Oliver  Pollock,  of  the 
4  Anglo- American  nation,  and  residing  in  this 
4  city,  has  bound  himself  to  pay  to  Senor  Com- 
4  missario  OrdenaDon  Diego  Gardoqui,  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  our  Sovereign  to  the  United  States 
4  of  North  America,  immediately  upon  his  arrival 
1  in  that  country,  to  which  place  they  are  now  both 
4  ready  to  depart,  the  sums  which  he  ewes  to  the 
4  Royal  Treasury,  and  to  other  individual  persons, 
4  to  wit  :  to  his  Majesty  13,112  dollars,  to  his 
4  Excellency  Count  De  Galvez  74,087,  to  Don 
;  Joseph  Fouchee  21,035,  to  Mr.  Bourgard  3000, 
4  to  Mr.  Mansy  3000,  to  Mr.  Santiago  Mullen 
4  12,200,  to  Mr.  Cadel  Sardel  2,155,  to  Ditto 
4  for  another  sum  13,000,  to  Don  Marcos  Olivarez 
4  2000,  to  Don  Narcis  De  Alva  and  companv 
4  8107.  1,  which  sums  are  the  sums  which  are 
4  pending  in  the  court  of  the  Intendant  General 
v  of  the  army  and  Royal  Treasury,  and  on  which 
4  the  suits  are  suspended  by  \irtue  of  his  having 
1  engaged  to  pay  them  in  the  said  provinces  to 
4  the  said  Senor  Commissario  Ordinado,  on  con- 
4  dition  that   out  of  the  debt   due  to  the  Roval 
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44  Treasury  are  to  be  deducted  1,875  dollars, 
44  which  he  asserts  he  has  paid,  and  for  which  sum 
44  he  is  not  credited  in  the  process,  lor  which 
44  reason  he  is  to  produce  to  the  said  Commissary 
44  competent  vouchers  for  the  payment  of  that 
44  sum,  m  order  that  it  may  be  discounted,  and  the 
44  same  is  to  be  observed  in  respect  to  Don  Narcis 
."  De  Alva  and  company's  debt,  which  the  said 
"  Pollock  asserts  dots  not  amount  to  8,107.  J ,  the 
44  sum  demanded,  of  which  nothing  appears  in  the 
44  suit  to  the  contrary.  In  testimony  whereof,  and 
44  of  the  within  obligation  abovementicned,  and  in 
44  virtue  of  the  verbal  order  of  the  said  Intendant, 
44  1  give  these  presents,  in  the  city  ofKavanna, 
14  the  second  duv  of  May,  1785. 

41  LUIS  SERANO." 
The  expenses  of  this  arrestation  and  detention 
by  the  Spanish  government,  founded  on  the  protest 
of  bills  drawn  by  him  in  obedience  to  an  express 
order,  forms  the  second  av title  of  Mr.  Pollock's 
present  claims  on  the  United  States. 

On  his  parting  with  Don  Galvez  at  Havar.r.a  Mr. 
pollock  was  the  bearer  of  the  following  testimonial 
of  his  conduct  and  services  from  that  distinguished 
commander. 

Certificate  of  General  Galvez  to  Oliver  Pollock, 

translated  from  the  Spanish. 
44  Don  Bernardo  De  Galvez,  Count  De  Galvez, 
44  Knight  of  the  Royal  and  distinguished  order  of 
44  Charles  III,  Commander  of  Bolanos  in  the  order 
44  of  Calatrava,  Lieutenant  General  of  the  Royal 
44  Armies,  Inspector  General  of  the  Troops  in 
44  America,  Governor  and  Captain  General  of  the 
44  provinces  of  Louisiana  and  the  two  FL.ridas,  and 
44  also  Governor  and  Captain  General  pro  tempore 
44  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  city  of  St.  Christoval 
4i  dela  Havanno,  Judge  Protector  of  his  Majesty's 
f*  tobacco  revenue,  of  the  packets  and  couriers  of 
<4  the  Royal  company,  Sec.  fee. 
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4i  I  certify  that    Oliver  Pollock,   esquire,  agent 

4t  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  has  resid- 
tc  ed  iiithis  capacity  in  tie  province  of  Louisiana 
<(  while  I  was  governor  general  of  the  same,  and 
•'  that  he  acted  m  favour  of  the  soldiers  and  cifi- 
'*  zens  of  his  own  nation  v  ith  all  the  zeal  and  love 
fct  which  becomes  a  true  patriot,  supphirg  them 
■•  with  provisions,  and  assisting  their,  v  believer 
:-  they  wanted  it,  with  his  own  credit,  or  with 
11  ready  money,  the  Centres  bills  not  being  current 
'•here;  in  all  which  he  neither  spared  pains  nor 
4*  trouble  to  obtain  the  end  he  proposed  to  himself, 
•-  and  to  give  every  assistance  in  his  power. 

t:  lie  solicited  loans  in  the  name  of  the  United 
"States,  and  obtained  seventy  -nine  thousand  and 
4i  eighty-seven  dollars,  which  are  yet  owing  and 
"  unpaid.  That  in  the  expedition  I  made  against 
"  the  forts  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  on  the  Missis* 
4t  sippi,  he  attended  me  in  person  until  the  surrcn- 
u  der. 

"  In  witness  whereof,   and  to  serve  him   as  of 
tk  right  it  ought,  I  have  granted   him  this  present 
^  certificate,  at  the  Havanna,  the  first  day  of  Ma}', 
"  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five. 
"  El  Ccnde  De  Galvez." 

Thus  was  Mr.  Pollock,  after  all  his  embarrass- 
ments and  dangers  enabled  to  leave  the  Kavanna, 
high  in  the  friendship  and  confidence  of  worthy  and 
liberal  men,  and  to  rejoin  his  family  at  Philadel- 
phia. Had  he  foreseen  the  long  train  of  difticul- 
ties  and  delays  awaiting  him,  which  the  discission 
of  this  day  evinces  has  not  yet  been  closed,  minds 
more  firm  than  his  might  have  been  dismayed  at 
the  prospect.  At  liberty,  and  again  in  the  bosom 
of  his  country  and  his  family,  he  immediately  ap- 
plied himself,  with  his  characteristic  fortitude  and 
perseverance,  to  the  adjustment  of  all  his  accompts, 
agreeably  to  his  obligation  to  Don  Gardoqui.  He 
repaired  to  New -York  where  Congress  was  then 
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sitting.  He  there  found,  as  h«  had  been  before 
apprised,  and  had  intimated  in  his  letter,  on  con* 
versation  with  the  delegates  from  Virginia,  the  cer- 
tainty of  his  previous  settlement  with  the  state  of 
Virginia  having  been  opened  during  his  absence  at 
the  Kavanna.  It  appears  to  have  been  through 
the  agency  of  some  members  of  the  assembly, 
who  had  taken  an  impression  that  the  disburse- 
ments made  by  him  had  been  in  paper- money, 
and  that  by  his  mode  of  settlement  an  exorbitant 
profit  had  been  made  by  him  out  of  them.  Al- 
though nothing  could  have  been  more  unfounded 
than  this  suggestion,  it  had  its  weight  in  subjecting 
Mr.  Pollock  to  embarrassment.  With  his  usual 
assiduity  he  applied  himself  to  obviate  it. 

Finding  general  Clarke,  the  brave  conqueror  and 
defender  of  the  Illinois  country,  at  this  time  at 
New- York,  he  availed  himself  of  his  knowledge  of 
the  whole  transaction,  in  addition  to  many  others, 
to  remove  this  objection.  For  this  purpose  he 
procured  the  following  certificate  from  eeneral 
Clark. 

Certificate  of  general  Clark,  commander  of  the 
Virginia  troops,  which  conquered  the  Illinois  coun- 
try, to  Oliver  Pollock. 

44  These  are  to  certify,  to  all  whom  it  may  con- 
"  cern,  that  all  the  bills  I  drew,  when  I  commanded 
44  the  Virginia  troops  in  the  Illinois  country,  upon 
"  Mr.  Oliver  Pollock,  agent  for  the  United  States  at 
"  New-Orleans,  were  considered  by  me  to  be  for 
"  specie  as  the  respective  bills  expressed  in  dollars; 
44  and  that  the  service  Mr.  Pollock  rendered  upon 
41  all  occasions  in  paying  those  bills,  I  considered 
44  at  the  same  time,  and  now,  to  be  one  of  the 
<•* happy  circumstanees  that  enabled  me  to  keep 
44  possession  of  that  country. 

44  Given  under  my  hard  this  day,  at  New-York, 
44  the  2d  July,  1785*. 

44  Gecuce  Clark." 
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The  Congress  at  New- York,  being  unwilling  t© 
enter  into  an  investigation  of  Mr.  Pollock's  af- 
fairs, on  account  of  the  balance  remaining  unli- 
quidated between  him  and  the  state  of  Virginia, 
and  perhaps  for  other  more  solid  reasons,  it  was 
proposed  by  him,  and  approved  by  the  members 
thereof,  that  a  commissioner  should  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  settle  this  balance 
with  a  commissioner  appointed  on  the  part  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  meet  at  New- York.  On  communicating 
this  proposition  to  governor  Henry,  objection  was 
made  to  the  removal  of  so  many  important  docu- 
ments to  such  a  distance,  and  an  assurance  was 
given  him  that  if  he  would  come  to  Richmond, 
that  balance  should  be  readily  settled  between  an 
arbitrator  nominated  on  the  part  of  the  state  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  another  nominated  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Pollock.  This  overture  was  cheerfully  acceded  to, 
and  Mr.  Pollock  repaired  to  Richmond  towards 
the  termination  of  the  same  year.  Here  as  com- 
missioner on  the  part  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  was 
appointed  Jermyn  Baker,  esquire,  a  gentleman  at 
that  day  in  the  highest  estimation,  both  as  a  man 
of  talents  and  of  business,  and  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Pollock,  William  Alexander,  whose  integrity  and 
capacity  were  worthy  of  his  associate.  On  the 
18th  December,  1785,  those  gentlemen  rendered 
their  award,  and  as  it  is  a  document,  which  will 
hereafter  be  found  essential  in  obviating  the  only 
serious  objection  afterwards  made  to  Mr.  Pollock's 
demands,  the  introduction  of  it  will  be  indispensi- 
ble. 

"  We  the  subscribers,  having  been  appointed 
*'  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  of  the  state  of  Vir- 
"  ginia,  and  Oliver  Pollock,  Esquire,  late  ol  New- 
"  Orleans,  to  take  under  consideration  the  ac- 
"  compts  depending  between  the  state  of  Virginia, 
"  and  the  said  Oliver  Pollock,  and  to  make  a  final 
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•<  adjustment  thereof,  we  have,  at  the  request 
11  aforesaid,  entered  into  an  examination  of  the 
44  same,  as  laid  before  us  by  Mr.  Pollock,  and 
f*  have  also  examined  and  considered  the  several 
44  vouchers  respecting  the  same,  as  they  have  been 
44  furnished  us,  as  well  by  Mr.  Pollock,  as  by  the 
M  Executive,  and  beg  leave  to  make  the  following 
44  as  our  report. 

44  We  find  a  balance  due  from  the  state  of  Vir- 
44  ginia  to  the  said  Oliver  Pohock,  Esquire,  of 
44  ninety- two  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
44  one  dollars,  and  three  bits  and  one  half  in  specie, 
*'  including  interest,  until  the  first  day  of  Decern- 
41  ber  instant,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
44  eighty  five  ;  and  this,  after  crediting  the  state 
44  for  the  several  payments  heretofore  made  to  Mr. 
44  Pollock,  or  to  others  on  his  accompt,  whether  in 
44  certificates,  or  otherwise,  and  after  crediting  the 
44  state  with  three  thousand  dollars,  the  amount  cf 
44  Mr.  Pollock's  drafts  in  favor  of  Thomas  llunket 
44  and  Richard  Chidwell,  winch  we  believe  are 
'*  yet  unpaid,  and  are  in  the  hands  of  sundry  per- 
41  sons  in  Richmond. 

44  In  making  this  statement,  we  have  attended  to 
44  the  statement  of  the  same  aceompt  heretofore 
44  made  by  the  Honorable  Sampson  Matthews  and 
44  Meriwether  Smith,  Esquires  ; — we  have  com- 
44  pared  the  original  vouchers  now  produced  to  us, 
1  with  the  attested  copies  laid  before  those  gentle-  . 
'  men,  admitting  no  charge  but  where  the  original 
voucher  appeared*;  and  having  likewise  ex- 
amined and  considered  the  letters,  affidavits  and 
4  otln  r  j  t   subject,   we  are   satisfied 

that  the  several  sums   charged  in  that  aceompt 
1  have  been  \  nd  not  in  paper -money y 

nd    we  beg  that  the  greater  part 

44  cf  the  arti  rid  acco  npt  have 

44  id  eady  bee  state,    that  is  to 
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say,  the  sum  of  65,814  dollars  5  rials  by  the  late 
Governor  Jefferson,  and  the  then  board  of  trade, 
and  the  sum  of  54,981  dollars  5  rials  by  the 
Honorable  the  General  Assembly,  and  payment 
made  to  said  Oliver  Pollock,  by  his  order  to 
Daniel  Clark,  esquire.-  The  several  vouchers  to 
make  these  two  sums  are  among  those  produced 
to  us. 

"  With  respect  to  the  aforesaid  sum  of  65,814 
dollars  5  rials,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  observe, 
that  Mr.  Pollock  was  directed,  by  a  letter  from 
Governor  Jefferson,  and  the  then  commissioners 
of  trade,  to  draw  bills  on  Messieurs  Penette 
Dacosta  Freres  and  company  at  Nantz,  to  that 
amount ;  which  letter  is  dated  6th  November, 
1779, — jVIr.  Pollock,  accordingly  drew  bills  on 
that  house,  to  the  amount  ©f  58,549  dollars  5 
rials,  part  thereof,  which  bills  were  all  returned 
under  protest,  and  damages  incurred  thereon  of 
18  per  centum,  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
place  where  they  were  drawn.  Of  those  bills 
Mr.  Pollock  has  taken  up,  and  produced  to  us, 
the  amount  of  20,000  dollars,  with  protests 
thereon,  and  receipts  for  principal  and  damages. 
The  residue,  amounting  to  38,389  dollars  5  rials, 
are  in  the  hands  of  his  creditors,  subject  to  the 
same  damages. 

"  It  is  in  proof  to  us  that  Mr.  Pollock  was 
arrested  at  the  Havanna  by  the  holders  of  these 
bills  ;    and    that    his  agent,    Captain  Thomas 


now  detained  at  New- Orleans  as 


hostage  on  that  account. 


Patterson,  is 
Mr.  Pollock's 

tc  It  appears  also  that  Mr.  Pollock  endeavored 
to  pa  jciate  tire  bills  for  the  residue  of  the  above 
55  dollars,   at   a    very  considerable 
.     At  present  there  remain  in  the 
»r. 'Pollock's  creditors,  bills  as  afore- 
said,  to    .    ■  amount  of  38.389  dollars  5  rials, 
D 


(    26    ) 

44  subject  to  an  addition  of  18  per  centum  for  darn- 
44  ages,  and  interest  thereon  from  the  first  day  of 
t;  Augtist  1782  ;  and  until  these  bills  are  pro- 
44  duced,  or  some  assurance  given  that  no  demand 
44  will  be  made  upon  the  state,  on  account  of  these 
41,  bills,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  retain  as  deposits  a 
"  sum  equivalent  to  the  amount  of  these  bills  in 
44  certificates,  which  we  presume  will  be  the  mode 
"  adopted  for  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  him. 
44  We  think  it  necessary  to  observe  here,  that  by 
44  the  negociation  of  these  bills  a  saving  has  been 
44  made  to  the  state  of  two  years  interest,  the  time 
n  elapsed  between  the  drawing  of  them,  and  their 
44  return  under  protest. 

44  It  is  also  necessary  for  us  to  take  notice  that 
44  Mr.  Pollock  having  drawn  orders  on  the  state, 
44  to  the  amount  of  three  thousand  dollars,  in  favor 
44  of  Messieurs  Plunket  and  Chidweli,  we  have 
44  passed  the  same  to  the  credit  of  the  state,  at  the 
44  time  they  were  drawn,  and  regulated  the  interest 
44  accordingly,  presuming  that  they  will  be  paid. 
4t  At  present  they  are  in  the  hands  of  some  persons 
44  in  the  city  of  Richmond. 

44« Among  the  several  bills  and  drafts  pro- 
44  duced  to  us,  we  found  some  drawn  by  Colonel 
44  D.  Rogers,  and  Lieutenant  William  Linn,  to  the 
44  amount  of  707  dollars  5  rials.  These  bills  did 
44  not  set  forth  that  they  were  on  public  account. 
44  Yet  as  it  was  notorious  that  those  officers  were 
44  at  that  time  in  the  service  of  the  state,  and  em- 
44  ployed  at  New- Orleans,  and  upon  the  Mississippi, 
44  we  have  included  them  in  the  accompt.  The 
44  nature  of  the  service,  the  situation  of  the  pai- 
44  ties,  and  the  presumption  that  they  might  not 
44  be  qualified  for  very  accurate  method  in  busi- 
44  ness  of  this  nature,  were  the  reasons  which 
44  urged  us  to  admit  these  charges  for  the  present, 
"  to  be  decided  on  as  may  appear  just. 
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44  In  the  course  of  our  examination  into  the  ac- 
"  compts  referred  to  us,  Mr.  Pollock  stated  a 
44  claim  vohich  appeared  to  call  for  very  particular 
44  attention.  He  asserted,  and  ft  was  in  proof  to 
*'•  us,  that  by  the  protesting  of  his  bills  on  Penette 
44  and  company,  drawn  in  consequence  of  full  pow- 
44  ers,  his  fortune  has  been  ruined,  and  his  family 
44  distressed ;  and  laid  before  us  a  statement  of 
<4  some  particular  expences  incurred  on  that  ac- 
44  count,  and  in  consequence  thereof.  This  was  a 
44  species  of  charge  not  within  our  province  to  de- 
44  tide  upon.  Indeed  we  considered  him  safer  when 
44  we  referred  him  to  the  justice  of  the  General 
*4  Assembly  for  recompence  on  that  score.  Tet  as 
44  the  proofs  relative  to  this  circumstance  came 
44  necessarily  under  our  view,  and  the  panics 
44  who  furnish  these  proofs  are  of  very  honorable 
*4  estimation,we  trust  we  shall  be  excused  jor  say- 
4t  ing  something  on  the  subject. 

44  General  Clark  certifies,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
44  Pollock,  from  New-Tork,  that  the  advances  made 
44  him  by  Mr.  Pollock  were  very  essential  in  en- 
44  abling  him  to  preserve  the  conquests  he  had 
'•''made;  and  Count  Galvez,  now  Vice- Roy  of 
44  Mexico,  not  only  places  Mr.  Pollock  in  a  very 
44  honorable  point  of  view,  but  also  points  out  in 
44  some  measure  how  Mr.  Pollock  was  enabled  to 
tc  make  sucb  considerable  advances  to  this,  and 
44  the  United  Stales.  'These  proofs  we  conceive  are 
44  not  unworthy  the  attention  of  the  legislature,  es- 
44  pe daily  when  it  is  understood  that  the  whole  con- 
44  si deration  charged  by  Mr.  Pollock  for  making 
44  advances  of  his  money,  and  staking  his  credit, 
44  is  a  commission  of  five  per  centum  ;  while  on 
44  the  other  hand  he  has  been  obliged  to  make  very 
44  long  and  expensive  journes  to  this  state,  to  bear 
"the  expences  of  different  agents  employed  to  pro- 
*4  cure  a  settlement  of  his  accompts  from  time   /# 
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"  time,  is  chargeable  with  all  the  consequences, 
"  of  Mr,  Patter  son'' s  detention  as  his  hostage, 
tc  and  finally,  has  every  in  convenience  to  combat 
"  with  that  a  ruined  fortune,  a  distressed  family, 
1  and  injured  credit,  can  expose  him  to. 

tl  These,  Sir,  are  observations  which  perhaps 
"  came  not  within  the  strict  line  of  our  appoint- 
"  ment ;  yet  as  our  sole  motive  for  engaging  in 
fl  this  enquiry  was  to  forward  the  business  of  a 
"  suffering  individual,  and  place  his  case  and  ac- 
"  compis  in  a  just  point  of  view  with  those  before 
"  whom  his  demands  may  with  propriety  be  made 
"  known,  we  are  sure  of  meeting  the  indulgence 
"  of  your  honorable  board.  We  are,  with  every 
"  sentiment  of  respect,  Sir,  your  excellency's 
t*  most  obedient  servants, 

"  Jermyn  Baker, 
u  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the 
state  of  Virginia. 
"  William  Alexander, 
"  Commissioner  on  the   part  of 
Oliver  Pollock,  Esq. 

"  Richmond,  December  18,  1785. 
"  To   his  excellency   Patrick  Henry,  Esq.     > 
^'Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  ofVirginia."  5 

This  minute  and  able  investigation  immediately 
produced  the  proper  effect  on  the  legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia. Resolutions  passed  the  House  of  Delegates 
on  the  seventh  of  January,  1786,  which  were  ac- 
ceded to  by  the  Senate  on  the  eleventh  of  the  same 
month. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  claim  of  Oliver  Pollock,  as 
"  liquidated  and  adjustedby  order  of  the  Executive, 
u  bepaidout  of  the  same  funds,  and  in  the  sa*$e  pro- 
"  portion,  as  are,  or  may  be  provided  for  debts 
"  due  from  the  commonweal ihto foreign  creditors  ; 
i--  and  the  said  Oliver  Pollock  shall  be  paid  the 
■•"  same  proportion  of  his  claim  as  has  been  paid 
H  tc  die  aforesaid  creditors. 
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44  Resolved,  That  the  auditor  be  directed  to  issue 
44  warrants  upon  the  treasury  according  to  the  fore- 
44  going  resolution,  in  favor  of  the  said  Oliver 
w  Pollock,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  centum 
44  annually,  retaining  so  much  from  the  amount  of 
44  the  said  Pollock's  claim  as  will  secure  the  state 
*•'  against  any  loss  on  the  protested  bills  of  ex- 
44  change,  not  yet  brought  in,  pursuant  to  the  re- 
44  port  of  the  last  commissioners  .appointed  to  ex- 
44  amine  the  said  claim  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  these 
44  proceedings  be  transmitted  to  the  delegates  of 
.''  this  common  wealth  in  Congress." 

Thus  the  well  directed  labors  of  two  men  of  ca- 
pacious minds  and  sound  hearts,  obtained  for  a  ve- 
teran servant,  a  late  but  honorable  act  of  justice. 
No  sooner  was  this  settlement  effected  than  Mr. 
Pollock  felt  in  full  force  the  necessity  he  was  un- 
der of  closing  his  accompts  with  the  United  States, 
and  of  repairing  to  New- Orleans  for  the  restora- 
tion of  his  own  credit,  as  well  as  for  the  relief  of 
his  hostage.  He  again  attended  on  Congress. 
Though  a  principal  former  objection  to  settlement 
was  removed,  yet  the  other  solid  reasons  against  it 
subsisted  in  full  force.  There  was  a  perfect  ina- 
bility to  discharge  the  amount  due  to  Mr.  Pollock; 
and  yet  there  was  a  reluctance  to  exhibit  too  glar- 
ing a  proof  of  that  inability.  After  nearly  a  year's 
further  procrastination  Mr.  Pollock,  to  forward 
and  urge  still  more  the  close  of  this  business, 
wrote  the  following  letter  addressed  to  Messieurs 
John  Pierce,  William  Heth  and  David  Henley,  to 
which  he  received  the  subjoined  answers. 

Letter  from  Oliver  Pollock  to  Messieurs  Pierce, 
Heth  and  Henley. 

"44  New- York,  April  15,  1788. 
44  Gentlemen, 

44  As  I  find  the  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  my 
44  accompts  have  been  referred  by  Congress  for  re- 
li-  vision,  still  delay  to  make  report,  and  start  diffi- 
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44  culties,  and  as  you  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
4'  know  my  advances  and  exertions,*  as  well  for 
44  the  United  fctites  in  general,  as  for  the  state  of 
"  Virginia  in  particular,  and  are  sensible  of  the 
44  benefits  derived  from  my  advances,  and  the  em- 
"  barrassments  and  difficulties  in  which  i  have  been 
4k  thereby  involved,  I  must  call  on  your  justice  to 
44  certify  in  what  light  my  services  and  advances 
"  appear  to  you  from  what  has  come  to  j  our  know- 
44  ledge.  I  am  gentlemen  your  most  obedient 
44  humble  servant,  Oliver  Pollock." 

Letter  from  David  Henley  to  Oliver  Pollock  in 
answer  to  the  preceding. 

44  New- York,    April  22,   1788. 

44  Sir,  It  appears  to  me,  from  t  e  knowledge  I 
V  have  of  the  Illinois  accompt  and  papers,  as  laid 
44  before  the  board  and  commissioners  for  a  settle- 
44  ment,  that  your  exertions  In  behalf  oj  General 
44  Clark,  and  the  troops  under  his  command,  was 
44  a  means  of  enabling  him  to  hold  the  country,  and 
44  support  his  army.  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  hum- 
44  ble  servant,  David  Henley.  Oliver  Pollock, 
44  Esquire." 

Letter  from  William  Heth  to  Oliver  Pollok,  in 
answer  to  the    same. 

4i  New- York,  April  22,  17S8. 
44  Sir, 

14  Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  addressed  to 
"  the  commissioners  for  adjusting  the  expences  of 
44  the  Illinois  country,  has  been  received,  and  duly 
44  attended  to  by  me.  Respecting  your  claims 
41  against  the  United  States  now  under  considera- 
44  tion,  it  would  be  improper  for  the  commission- 
44  ers,  as  a  board,  or  individually,  to  give  an  opini- 
14  nion ;  but  as  far  as  we  have  knowledge  of 
44  your  situation  when  agent  for  the  commonwealth 
44  of  Virginia  at  New- Orleans,  and  the  advantages 
44  resulting  10  that  stale    through   your  exertions 
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u  alone,  I  should  deem  myself  extremely  censura- 
44  bit,  if  I  should  refuse  lo  give  an  opinion,  which 
44  I  have  formed  after  a  most  thorough  investiga- 
44  tion  of  your  aceompts  against  that  state,  and  the 
"  variety  of  testimony  adduced  by  you  to  support 
44  them  ;  because  it  may  be  contrary  to  the  senti- 
44  ments  of  a  class  of  people,  who  know  nothing  at 
44  all  of  the  nature  of  your  disbursements,  and  who 
44  are  too  apt  to  condemn   without  a  hearing. 

44  There  is  no  circumstance  of  vohich  I  am  more 
44  convinced  than  that  the  conquest  of  the  Illinois 
44  country  could  not  have  been  maintained  by  Vir- 
44  ginia,  and  consequently  that  it  would  not  now 
''i-  form  a  part  of  I  ho.  United  States,  if  it  had  not 
14  been  for  your  assistance  and  very  liberal  ad- 
44  vc.nces  ;  except  indeed  that  your  private  for- 
44  tunes  were  injured  thereby,  and  that  your  cha- 
44  racter  has  been  lightly  spoken  of  by  those,  who 
44  are  ever  more  ready  to  join  in  a  popular  clamor 
44  against  a  public  servant,  than  to  examine  mi* 
44  nutely  into  his  transactions. 

44  I  am,  Sir,  with  esteem,  your  most  obedient 
"  servant,  William  Heth.  Oliver  Pollock,  es- 
44  quire." 

Finding  any  settlement,  ,at  whatever  sacrifice  on 
his  part,  out  of  the  question,  Mr.  Pollock  could 
no  longer  prevail  on  himself  to  defer  the  obligation 
he  was  under  to  return  to  New  Orleans,  settle  his 
aceompts,  and  relieve  his  hostage.  He  determin- 
ed to  apply  the  sum  obtained  by  his  settlement 
with  the  state  of  Virginia,  to  the  most  productive 
profit  which  his  mercantile  experience  and  tho- 
rough knowledge  of  the  country,  enabled  him  to 
devise.  Leaving  his  accounts  before  the  govern- 
ment, to  meet  their  fate,  he  fitted  out  a  vessel  in 
Philadelphia,  sailed  with  her  cargo  to  the  West- 
Indies,  ciibposrd  of  it,  laid  in  another  cargo,  and 
departed  for  New  Orleans,     licit  he  made  another 
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stay  of  eighteen  months.  Diligence,  persever- 
ance, integrity,  and  indeed  good  fortune  succeed- 
ed at  length  in  enabling  him  to  settle  and.  satisfy 
all  the  claims  on  him,  from  his  private  funds, 
without  as  yet  deriving  any  aid  from  the  sum  still 
due  him  from  the  United  States>  excepting  only 
the  debt  due  to  Don  Galvez. 

Among  other  charges  was  that  of  compensation 
for  the  detention  of  his  hostage,  and  this  now  consti- 
tutes the  third  article  of  his  present  claims  on  the 
United  States.  As  a  sum  was  demanded  much 
greater  than  he  conceived  proper,  a  reference  of 
the  affair  to  arbitrators  was  the  mode  adopted  for 
liquidation.  The  introduction  of  their  report  will 
clearly  explain  the  whole  transaction,  and  will  as 
in  a  former  instance^  save  the  necessity  of  any 
lengthy  comment. 

Report  of  P.  Morgan,  Edgar  Gallaudet  and  J. 
Blair,  arbitrators  to  settle  the  difference  between 
Oliver  Pollock,  and  Thomas  Paterson,  relative  to 
the  detention  of  the  latter  at  New- Orleans,  as  the 
hostage  of  the  former. 

\*  We  the  undersigned  arbitrators,  appointed  by 
"  the  tribunal,  to  hear,  determine,  and  make  a 
"  final  award  upon  the  claims  and  accompts  of 
"  Mr.  Thomas  Patterson,  against  Oliver  Pollock, 
"  Esquire,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  pre- 
"  liminary  observations,  upon  an  accompt  exhi- 
"  bited  to  us  by  Mr.  Patterson,  containing  two 
"  charges.  The  first  "  a  bill  oi  exchange,  drawn 
"  by  me  as  your  attorney,  on  Messieurs  Ccronio 
"  and  company,  of  the  Cape  in  favor  of  Mr.  De 
"  Mattere,  protested,  redrawn  by  your  order,  and 
"  protested  with  damages,  &c.  amounting  to 
"  dollars  4,635.  5  rials,  interest  thereon  .  .  " 
;t  The  second  "  detention  at  New -Orleans, 
"  loss  of  time,  damages  sustained  in  trade,  ex- 
"  rences,    &c.   8;c.  by  being  detained  on  your  ac- 
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8-  count  as  an  hostage  for  your  public  and  private 
44  debts  daring  the  space  of  3  years  and  10  months, 
c*  loss  of  credit  with  my  friends,  &x.  &c,  together 
"  estimated  at  dollars  13.000."  "  As  to  the  first 
"  charge  it  appears  that  Mr.  Patterson  purchased 
4t  a  schooner  from  Mr.  De  Mattere  on  the  23d 
"  February,  1783^  for  the  payment  of  which  he 
"  drew  the  above  recited  bill  of  exchange,  not  as 
44  attorney  to  Mr.  Pollock,  but  in  his  own 
"  name  ;  that  the  register  of  the  schooner  was  al- 
"  so  obtained  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Patterson 
44  alone  j  that  on  the  23d  March  following  Mr.  Pat- 
"  terson  wrote  to  Mr.  Pollock  upon  his  other  bu- 
*''  siness,  without  mentioning  this  purchase  or 
44  transaction  ;  that  he  fitted  out  the  schooner  for 
44  Havanna  one  voyage,  upon  which  his  profits 
"  amounted  to  the  sum  of  838  dollars  6  rials  ;  that 
14  the  first  information  he  gave  Mr.  Pollock  upon 
44  the  subject  was  by  a  letter  dated  20th  July,  1733, 
44  after  the  schooner  had  made  a  second  voyage  to 
44  Havanna,  and  was  there  sold  at  a  consider- 
*4  able  loss  ;  that  the  only  entry  which  appears" 
44  upon  Mr.  Patterson's  books,  was  made  under 
44  date  of  the  24th  July,  1733,  in  which  Mr  Pol- 
block's  name  or  concern  in  the  schooner  or  car- 
44  go  is  not  mentioned;  and  that  as  Mr.  Pollock 
44  now  disavows  it,  whatever  might  have  been 
44  Mr.  Patterson's  intention,  from  a  total  want  of 
44  mercantile  entry  and  method,  as  well  as  a  ne- 
44  gleet  of  that  prompt  unequivocal  information, 
44  which  ought  to  be  the  basis  of  every  commerci- 
44  al  transaction,  we  cannot  consider  Mr.  Pollock 
14  as  the  owner  of  the  schooner,  or  as  responsible 
44  for  any  less,  which  has  been  sustained,  either 
44  upon  the  bills  drawn  for  her  purchase,  cr  upon 
4t  her  sale  at  Havanna. 

"  Upon   the    second    charge   it   appears   to  us 
11  that  in  the  month  of  April,  1782,  Mr.  Patterson 
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"  came  under  acceptances  for  Mr.  Pollock  to  the 
44  amount  of  6,103  dollars  5  rials,  payable  in 
"  twelve  months,  so  that  Mr.  Patterson  was  not 
44  virtually  bound  for  the  payment  of  them  until 
14  April,  1783  ;  and  that  the  said  acceptances  have 
41  been  since  fully  paid  by  Mr.  Pollock.    # 

44  It  also  appears  to  us,  that  however  anxious 
"  Mr.  Pollock  might  have  been  to  fulfil  their 
44  mutual  engagements,  Mr.  Patterson  was  detained 
44  here,  in  consequence  of  them,  from  the  month 
44  of  April,  1783. — Although  doing  business  for 
44  his  own  account,  he  was  partly  employed  by  Mr. 
"  Pollock's  affairs. 

44  From  the  peculiar  nature  of  Mr.  Patterson's 
4C  claims,  the  situation  of  the  parties  during  their 
44  mutual  engagements,  and  the  period  that  has 
44  since  elapsed,  we  are  aware  of  the  difficulties 
44  attending  the  present  decision.  But  after  the 
4u  most  minute  investigation  that  we  have  been 
44  able  to  make,  from  an  attentive  perusal  of  the 
44  books  and  letters  submitted  to  us,  and  a  strict 
44  examination  of  the  evidences  and  certificates 
44  produced  by  the  parties,  we  have  from  our  best 
41  judgments,  and  actuated  by  a  regard  to  impartial 
44  justice,  estimated  the  damages  sustained  by  the 
44  said  Thomas  Patterson,  in  sonsequence  of  his 
*4  acceptances  for  Mr.  Pollock,  and  detention  here, 
44  at  the  sum  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
"forty  dollars  ;  from  which  we  deducted  the 
44  sum  of  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars^ 
44  the  amount  of  the  said  Thomas  Patterson's 
44  conditional  note  to  Don  Juan  Prietto,  which  he 
44  had  previously  charged  to  Oliver  Pollock  in  ac- 
44  compt  current,  and  which  he  acknowledges  to 
44  have  received  from  him  in  part  of  his  present 
44  claim. 

44  We  clo  therefore  finally  award,  order  and  de- 
44  termine,  that  the  said  Oliver  Pollock  do  deliver 
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41  up  the  abovementioned  note,  for  four  hundred 
M  and  thirty-four  dollars,  and  pay  or  cause  to  be 
44  paid  unto  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Patterson,  or 
'•  his  order,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  next 
**  ensuing,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  three  hundred 
14  and  six  Mexican  dollars,  which  sum  shall  be  in 
"  full  of  all  debts,  damages,  claims,  accompts  or 
"  demands  of  whatever  nature,  either  in  law  or 
41  equity,  of  him  the  said  Thomas  Patterson  against 
"  the  aforesaid  Oliver  Pollock,  until  the  date  of 
41  these  presents.  In  testimony  whereof  we  have 
"  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  at  New  Orleans 
t4  this  eighteenth  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
44  seven  hundred  and  ninety.  P.  Morgan.  Seal. 
"  Edgar  Gallaudet.  Seal.     J.  Blair.  Seal.'' 

Receipt  of  Mr.  Patterson,  five  months  afterward, 
for  the  balance  due  on  the  preceding  award. 

44  Received,  New- Orleans,  20th"  July,  1790,  of 
44  Oliver  Pollock,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  three 
44  hundred  and  six  dollars,  agreeable  to  the  award, 
14  and  in  full  of  all  demands  whatever ;  for  which 
'•  I  have  signed  two  receipts  of  this  tenor  and  date. 
41  Thomas  Patterson.  Witness  present  William 
14  G.  Garland,  Andrew  Bayard." 

This  sum  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  forty 
dollars  constitutes,  as  has  been  observed,  the  third 
article  of  Mr.  Pollocks  present  claims  on  the 
United  States. 

The  fourth  article  of  Mr.  Pollock'' s  claims 
on  the  United  States,  is  of  inconsiderable  amount. 
As  howevtr  jusiice  to  his  own  name  requires, 
after  making  a  charge  of  it,  that  he  shoulcj  sub- 
stantiate it,  the  documents  illustrating  it  will  be 
here  introduced. 

It  is  for  the  price  of  five  hundred  pounds  of 
gunpowder  delivered  for  die  use  of  the  sloop 
West-Florida,  commanded  by  captain  Pickles. 
At  the  time  the  gunpowder  was  sent  on  board,  the 
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charge  for  it,  from  the  Keeper  General  of  ths 
military  stores  at  New-  Orleans  had  not  been  ex- 
hibitccl  to  hirn,  and  as  it  was  not  before  the  vessel 
sailed,  he  did  not  exact  a  receipt  from  captain 
Pickles.  In  the  year  1750,  while  at  New- Orleans, 
the  accompt  was  exhibited  to  Mr.  Pollock,  and 
paid  by  him ;  but  the  previous  death  of  captain 
Pickles,  who  had  been  killed  in  an  affray  at  Phila- 
delphia some  time  before,  and  for  whose  life  that 
of  his  murderer  was  afterwards  taken  by  the  public 
justice  of  the  country,  utterly  prevented  his  ob- 
taining a  formal  acknowledgement  of  the  delivery  of 
it    for   public   use. 

The  following  papers  will  prove  the  obtention 
of  the  article  from  the  King's  stores  in  the  year 
1780:  — 

Order  from  Don  Pedro  Piernas  to  Don  Juan 
Prieto,  to  deliver  500  pounds  of  powder  to  Oli- 
ver Pollock,  translated  from  the  Spanish. 

"  New-Orleans,  10th  September,  1780, 
"  Don  Juan  Prieto,  keeper  general  of  the  mili- 
"  tary  stores  of  this  place,  shall  deliver  to  Don 
"  Oliver  Pollock  five  hundred  pounds  of  powder, 
"  which  he  requests,  and  shall  take  proper  receipts 
"  therefor,   as  fast  as  he  delivers  the  same. 

"  Pedro  Piernas." 
A  memorandum  subjoined  to  the  preceding  order, 
translated  from  the  Spanish. 

"  I  have  no  objection  to  the  above  ;  but  I  give 
"  notice  that  the  proceeds  of  the  five  hundred 
"  weight  of  powder,  mentioned  in  the  above  order, 
"  must  be  lodged  in  specie  in  the  chest  of  the  royal 
"  treasury,  agreeable  to  the  prices  fixed  on  each  of 
1 L  the  three  different  qualities.       "Navarro." 

Receipt  of  Mr.  Pollock  subjoined  to  the  above, 
both  being  undated,  but  appearing  from  the  ink 
to  be  of  the  same  age  with  one  another,  and  with 
the  order  dated  1780,  translated  from  the  Spanish. 
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44  I  have  received  the  above  powder,  of  the  first 
44  quality,  in  three  boxes,  and  one  small  cask. 

"Oliver   Pollock."' 
Receipt  of  Don  Juan  Prieto,  for  the  price  of  the 
above  powder,  indorsed  on  the   other  side   of  the 
paper  which  contains  the  preceding,  and  in  differ- 
ent ink,  dated  in  1790. 

4fc  I  have  received  of  Don  Oliver  Pollock  four 
44  hundred  and  fifty  Spanish  milled  dollars,  being 
44  the  amount  of  the  live  hundred  weight  of  pow- 
44  der  mentioned  in  the  receipt  on  the  other  side 
44  hereof,  at  the  rate  of  ninety  dollars  per  kentaL 
"New-Orleans,   18th  August,   1790. 

44  Juan  Prieto." 
Letter  from  Oliver  'Pollock  to  William  Pickles, 
filed  among  the  accompts  of  the  sloop  West  Flo- 
rida at  the  treasury — shewing  that  the  said  vessel 
was  fitted  out  at  New-Orleans,  by  Oliver  Pollock, 
in  the  year  1780. 

44  New-Orleans,  20th  January,  1780. 
44  Dear  Sir,  You  are  now  appointed  commander 
44  of  the  sloop  West  Florida,  belonging  to  the 
44  United  States  of  America,  all  ready  dispatched 
4i  with  a  sufficiency  of  provisions  on  board  for 
44  sixty  days,  for  your  crew,  consisting  of  58  men, 
44  as  yen  will  see  by  the  enclosed  account.  In  con- 
44  sequence,  you  will  make  all  possible  dispatch 
44  with  the  said  vessel  and  crew  under  your  com- 
44  mand,  for  Ship -Island,  where  I  expect  you  will 
44  meet  with  Governor  Galvez's  fleet,  for  which 
44  you  have  herewith  enclosed  the  signals  agreed 
44  upon  betwixt  him  and  you,  at  which  place  you 
44  will  join  him,  and  proceed  against  Mobile  and 
44  Pensacola,  and  give  all  the  assistance  in  your 
4i  power  to  Governor  Galvez,  and  the  commander 
44  in  chief  of  the  Spanish  fleet,  for  the  reducing  of 
44  those  places,  for  the  space  of  twenty  days,  or 
>4  longer,  if  necessary,  or  requested  by  the  com- 
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44  mander  in  chief  of  the  Spanish  fleet ;  after  which, 
44  should  you  be  in  want  of  provisions,  you  will 
"  deliver  my  letter  to  Don  Bazilio  Xemenez,  or 
44  the  commissary -general  of  the  Spanish  fleet  or 
44  army,  who  will  furnish  you  with  what  you  may 
44  think  necessary  for  your  voyage,  and  then  you 
44  will  proceed  to  Havanna,  and  there  deliver  my 
44  letter  to  Monsieur  Geronimo  Zachiapella,  who 
44  I  expect  will  ship  a  cargo  of  taflia  and  sugar  on 
44  board  of  your  vessel,  to  the  amount  of  two  or 
44  three  thousand  dollars,  for  account  of  the  United 
44  States,  which  you  will  receive  on  board,  and 
4t  proceed  immediately  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia, 
44  or  any  other  port  on  the  continent  you  may  think 
44  most  safe  from  the  enemy.  For  your  govern- 
44  ment  on  that  point  you  must  procure  the  best  in- 
44  telligence  possible  at  the  Havanna,  and  proceed 
44  accordingly  :  and  should  it  so  happen  that  Mr. 
44  Geronimo  is  not  there,  or  cannot  supply  you 
44  with  the  above  cargo,  and  the  necessaries  for 
44  your  vessel,  in  that  case  you  must  apply  to  his 
44  excellency  Governor  Navarro,  or  any  other  per- 
44  son  you  can  procure  it  from,  for  which  you  will 
44  draw  on  the  honorable  the  Congress ,  and  if  that 
44  should  not  take,  you  may  draw  on  me,  at  as 
44  long  a  sight  as  you  can,  and  I  will  do  honor  to 
44  your  drafts  ;  but  as  you.  know  my  situation,  of 
44  this  you  must  be  as  tender  as  possible,  particu- 
44  larly  if  yon  find  there  have  no  -vessels  with  four 
w  from  the  continent,  touched  at  Havanna  for  this 
44  place. 

44  Should  you  succeed  in  taking  any  vessels 
41  from  the  enemy,  that  will  suit  you  better  for  the 
4t  voyage  than  the  sloop,  either  at  Mobile  or  Pen- 
•*  sacola,  or  in  your  way,  you  will  dispose  of  said 
"  sloop  to  the  best  advantage,  and  ship  your  men 
**  on  board  the  captured  vessel,  and  proceed  with 
4;  your  voyage  in  her  as  already  directed,  and  keep 
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J*  a  journal  of  the  expedition  and  siege  against 
"  Pensacola,  which  you  will  lay  before  Congress, 
"  with  my  letter  to  them,  on  your  arrival  there. 

"  Your  experience  and  good  judgment  must  go- 
"  vern  you  entirely  respecting  your  attacking  any 
"  of  the  enemy's  ships  or  vessels.  Not  in  the  least 
"  doubting  your  care  and  zeal  for  the  lives  of  your 
"  good  officers  and  men,  and  the  property  of  the 
"  United  States,  I  conclude,  wishing  you  success, 
"  and  a  safe  and  happy  passage,  and  am,  Sir,  your 
"  most  obedient  servant,  Oliver  Pollock.  To  cap- 
"  tain  William  Pickles. 

"  Postcript.  Should  any  thing  turn  up  in  yo  jr 
"  passage  that  may  appear  to  you  more  advanta- 
"  geous  than  touching  at  Havanna,  you  have  li- 
M  berty  to  proceed  direct  from  Mobile  or  Pensaco- 
"  la  to  the  continent." 

Copy  of  the  account  rendered  by  Oliver  Pollock 
in  the  year  1780,  shewing  that  the  price  of  the 
above  gunpowder  had  not  been  charged  to  the 
United  States  with  other  matters,  filed  at  the  trea- 
sury. 

"  Debtor,  the  United  States  of  America,  for  dis- 
"  bursements  of  sloop  West  Florida,  to  Oliver 
'«  Pollock. 
**  To  cash  paid  cartage  of  sundries  to  the 

Bayow         -  dollars  4     0  rials. 

"  To  ditto  paid  ditto         -         -  3 

"  To  ditto  paid  Cadel  Baker  per 

accompt         -  5 

"  To  ditto  paid  Mr.   Malony  for 

a  beef  in  the  lake  -  15 

"  To  ditto  paid  Don  Juan  Prie- 

to  for  provisions  per  accompt 

sent  to  Mobile         -  -  292 

"  To   ditto  paid  cartage   to  the 

Bayow  4 

*  To  ditto  paid   freight  ofdir.o 

to  Mobile         -  *"       -  -  50 
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To  ditto  paid  Don  Bazilio  Xe- 
minez  for  provisions  suppli- 
ed at  Mobile         -         -  1250  ?J 
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"  Supra  creditor. 

"  By  cash     received  for  six  old 

sails  sold  Mr.   Chalon         -         60 
"  By   general  accompt   with  the 

United  States  for  balance  of 

this  accompt    transferred  to 

that  -  -  1563   7{ 
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"  Errors  excepted.  New- Orleans,  1st  July, 
"  1780,  Oliver  Pollock." 

When  it  is  considered  that  Mr.  Pollock  had  no 
occasion  for  gunpowder  in  his  private  transac- 
tions;  that  he  was  engaged  in  the  public  service, 
and  was  particularly  concerned  in  the  equipment 
of  the  West  Florida-,  that  that  vessel  was  actual- 
ly at  New-Orleans  in  September  1730,  at  the  time 
when  the  gunpowder  was  delivered  from  the  king's 
stores  ;  that  she  must  necessarily  stand  in  need  of 
such  a  supply;  and  that  in  the  statement  of  his 
disbursement,  on  her  account  no  charge  for  gun- 
powder %v as  made  ;  it  will  be  impossible  to  deny 
him  a  credit  for  this  charge.  He  had  indeed  early 
been  instructed  by  the  secret  committee  to  observe 
great  circumspection  and  privacy  in  executing-  his 
official  trust ;  and  he  had  candidly  apprized  them 
that  cases  might  occur  in  which  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  furnish  strict  and  formal  vouchers  of  his 
disbursements  for  the  public. 

The  sloop  West  Florida  was  a  British  sloop  of 
war,    fitted  out   at  Pensacola  in  the  year  1778,  to 
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cruise  on,  arid  command  Lake  Pontchartraim 
Through  the  agency  of  Oliver  Pollock,  that  gene- 
rous nobleman  Don  Galvez  was  prevailed  on 
to  furnish  a  small  Spanish  armed  schooner  to 
attack  and  carry  the  West  Florida.  It  is  a  tri- 
bute due  to  the  memory  of  the  brave  Pickles  to 
mention  that  he  gallantly  accomplished  this  ser- 
vice with  a  vessel  of  much  inferior  force.  By  this 
means  he  became  master  of  the  lake  Pontchartrain 
into  which  a  canal  is  cut  from  New-Orleans.  Thus 
when  in  the  year  1779,  Mr.  Pollock  had  the  ho- 
nor of  attending  Don  Galvez  as  one  of  his  aids 
against  the  British  forts  en  the  Mississippi,  the 
British  general  Campbell  was  effectually  prevent- 
ed from  crossing  that  Jake,  and  taking  New- Or- 
leans. The  service  of  this  fortunate  vessel  did  not 
end  here.  After  leaving  the  Spanish  fleet  at  Pen- 
sacola  she  arrived  safe  at  Philadelphia,  where  her 
military  stores,  part  of  which  was  probably  this 
gun-powder,  still  unpaid  for,  were  immediately  ap- 
plied by  the  naval  agent  at  that  time  in  fitting  out 
a  vessel  to  carry  Mr.  Laurens,  our  ambassador,  to 
Holland.  Mr.  Pollock  contributing  his  mite  in 
the  conquest  of  the  Mississippi  and  West  Florida 
by  land,  even  reaches  in  his  exertions  the  enemy 
by  sea. 

Thus  winding  up  all  his  transactions,  Mr.  Pol- 
lock prepared  to  leave  New-Orleans,  on  his  return 
once  more  to  the  United  States,  to  see  what  revo- 
lutions .time  had  effected  in  his  favor,  during  his 
absence.  A  great  revolution  had  indeed  been  ef- 
fected., the  establishment  of  the  federal  government; 
and  we  shall  soon  see  how  effectually  that  event 
gave  a  new  aspect  to  Mr.  Pollock's  affairs,  At 
his  departure  from  New-Orleans  he  was  the  bear- 
er of  the  following  letter  from  the  governor  thereof, 
addressed  to  the  governor  cf  Virginia,  not  know- 

F 


(42  ) 

ing  but  he  might  again   stand  in  need  of  the  good 
offices  of  that  great  and  liberal  state. 

Letter  from  Estevan  Miro,  governor  of  New-Or- 
.leans,  to  Edmund  Randolph,  governor  of  Virgi- 
nia, translated   from  the  Spanish. 

44  Sir,  The  bearer  of  this  letter,  Oliver  Pollock, 
11  Esquire  had  the  honor  of  acting  as  public  agent 
44  at  this  place,  during  a  considerable  part  of  the 
44  late  war,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
44  also  for  the  state  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Pollock,  in 
44  the  execution  of  the  orders  he  from  time  to  time 
44  received  from  these  states,  contracted  very  con- 
44  siderable  debts  at  this  place,  which  he  was  una- 
iC  ble  wholly  to  discharge,  although  he  disposed  of 
44  all  his  estate  real  and  personal  in  this  country, 
44  at  a  great  disadvantage,  for  the  purpose  of  iul- 
44  filling  his  engagements  with  his  creditors  in  this 
44  province.  Mr.  Pollock  has  since  his  arrival 
44  here  very  honorably,  and  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
44  tion  of  his  creditors  in  this  province,  discharg- 
44  ed  all  his  remaining  debts  here,  to  a  considera- 
44  We  amount,  which  he  owed  on  account  of  the 
44  United  States,  and  the  state  of  Virginia. 

44  The  great  integrity  evinced  by  this  gentle- 
44  man  in  the- faithful  discharge  of  his  engagements, 
44  entered  into  for  the  service  of  his  country, 
4i  strongly  interests  me  in  his  favor,  and  induces 
44  me  to  pray  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  take 
44  him  under  your  excellency's  protection;  and 
44  that  you  'will  be  pleased  to  give  him  your  aid  in 
44  obtaining  as  speedy  a  reimbursement  as  may  be 
44  for  the  monies  now  due  to  him  from  the  United 
44  States,  or  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  which  I 
c4  shall  esteem  as  a  personal  favour  conferred  upon 
44  myself. 

44  I  pray  God  to  take  you  into  his  holy  keeping. 

44  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  with  the  greatest 
44  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  hum- 
"  ble  servant,  Estevan  Miro." 
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The  accompt  of  Mr.  Pollock,  transferred  from 
the  old  boards,  had  already  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  the  treasury  department,  when  his  arrival 
at  Philadelphia  in  the  year  1791,  enlivened  the  sub- 
ject, and  hastened  their  ultimate  liquidation. 
Three  circumstances  prevented  Mr.  Pollock 
from  attempting  to  introduce  any  of  his  present 
claims  to  attention.  First,  The  accompt  in  which 
progress  was  made  towards  a  liquidation  had  been 
filed  under  the  old  government,  before  his  last  de- 
parture for  New- Orleans,  and  it  was  a  matter  of 
such  essential  importance  to  him  that  the  amount 
therein  exhibited,  fortified  by  every  necessary 
voucher,  should  be  speedily  obtained,  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  mingle  in  the  consideration  of  it  any 
extrinsic  matter,  that  might  occasion  further  delays 
Second,  With  respect  to  the  debts  owing;  to  him 
from  the  Spanish  bakers  at  the  Havanna,  which 
had  been  embargoed  by  order  of  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment, he  was  not  in  possesion  of  official  proof 
that  the  monies  were  thereby  lost,  and  there  was  a 
possibility  that  those  sums  had  been  collected  by 
the  government,  and  that  when  satisfied  of  his  hav- 
ing settled  all  the  debts  for  which  they  had  been . 
attached,  they  might  restore  to  him  the  amount. 
Third,  The  claims  then  pending  were  such  as  un- 
der existing:  laws  the  executive  ofneers  of  the  ro- 
vernment  were  competent  to  examine  and  admit, 
as  the  legal  obligation  on  the  government  to  dis- 
charge them  was  perfect  and  complete,  and  their 
ascertention  was  the  only  material  object,  while 
those  he  was  about  to  introduce  might  be  conceiv- 
ed not  to  be  proper  subjects  of  executive  discretion, 
but  requiring  legislative  interposition.  Under 
those  motives  Mr.  Pollock  left  his  main  accompt 
to  be  adjusted  according  to  the  usual  course  of  bu- 
siness, and  applied  himself  to  bringing  the  new  ac- 
compt into  a  regular  form  for  presentation  to  the 
government. 
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The  issue  of  his  main  accompt  is  exhibited  by  the 
following  extract  from  an  act  of  Congress  approv- 
ed on  the  twenty-third  day  of  December,  1791. 

Extract  from  the  third  section  of  an  act  entitled 
an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
government  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two,  approved  December 
23,  1791. 

''Sect.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  for 
44  discharging  certain  liquidated  claims  upon  the 
44  United  States,  for  making  good  deficiencies  in 
4t  former  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  civil 
"  lis'  establishment,  and  for  aiding  the  fund  appro- 
"  priated  for  the  payment  of  certain  officers  of  the 
44  courts,  jurors  md  witnesses,  and  for  the  esta- 
44  blishment  of  ten  cutters,  there  shall  be  appropri- 
4<  ated  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
41  dred  and-  ninety-seven  thousand  one  hundred 
44  and  nineteen  dollars  and  forty-nine  cents,  that  is 
4C  to  say,  for  discharging  a  balance  due  on  a  liqui- 
41  dated  claim  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  against 
"  the  United  States  for  supplies  during  the  late 
t{  war,  nine  thousand  and  twenty  dollars  and  sixty  - 
41  eight  cents:  for  payment  of  the  principal  and 
44  interest  on  a  liquidated  claim  of  Oliver  Pollock , 
44  late  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States  at 
44  New-Orleans,  for  supplies  of  clothing,  arms, 
u  and  military  stores,  during  the  late  war,  one 
44  hundred  and  eight  thousand,  six  hundred  and 
<;  five  dollars,  and  two  cents  ;  provided  that  the 
41  said  monies  be  not  paid  to  the  said  Oliver  Pol- 
41  loch  without  the  consent  of  the  agents  of  the  court 
44  of 'Spaing " 

The  last  of  this  money  was  drawn  from  the 
Treasury,  as  will  appear  by  a  document  hereafter 
to  be  introduced,  in  April,  1792,  the  Commis- 
sioners from  the  court  of  Spain,  having  previously 
received  the  amount  remaining  due  from  Oliver 
Pollock  to  Spanish  officers  cr  subjects. 
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On  the  twenty-seventh  of  February,  1792,  in 
order  to  prepare  his  charge  relating  to  the  Spanish 
bakers  for  settlement,  Mr.  Pollock  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  Mr*  Jefferson,  then  Secretary  of 
State. 

Letter  from  Oliver  Pollock  to  the  Honorable 
Thomas  Jefferson,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  State. 

"Philadelphia,  February  27,   1792. 

44  Sir,  The  peculiar  predicament  in  which  I  am 
44  placed,  will  I  hope  in  some  measure  apologise 
44  for  troubling  you  with  this  letter. 

44  In  the  year  1783,  the  United  States  were 
"  pleased  to  appoint  me  their  Commercial  Agent 
44  at  the  Havanna,  at  which  place  I  resided,  in  that 
44  character,  until  1785.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
44  detail  to  you  the  embarrassments  that  I  met 
44  with  in  that  government,  from  my  creditors,  or 
44  rather  those  of  the  United  Suites,  and  the  state 
"  of  Virginia,  by  whose  orders  I  had  run  in  debt 
*'  for  large  sums  at  New-Orleans,  during  my 
44  agency,  in  the  contest  with  Great  Britain.  Let 
44  it  suffice  to  say  that  I  have  lately  settled  and 
44  paid  off  his  Catholic  Majesty's  Commissioners 
*4  all  the  debts  which  I  had  contracted  with  his 
44  Majesty,  or  his  subjects  at  New-Orleans  and 
44  the  Havanna.  I  therefore  now  come  to  request 
44  your  interference  with  his  Catholic  Majesty's 
44  Commissioners,  respecting  the  sum  of  nine 
44  thousand  five  hundred  seventy-four  and  one 
44  fourth  dollars,  in  the  enclosed  affidavit  mention- 
tc  ed,  with  the  interest  since  the  day  of  attach- 
44  meat  ;  which  sum  was  taken  and  detained  from 
44  me  ever  since,  on  account  of  the  bills  I  drew 
44  by  order  of  the  Executive  of  the  state  of  Virginia, 
'-'■  which  you  no  doubt  must  recollect,  as  that  or- 
44  der  was  clothed  w;th  your  own  signature  as 
lfc  Governor  of  that  state.  I  have  made  sundry 
44  attempts  with  the  Commissioners  of  his  Catholic 
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44  Majesty  to  have  this  sum  discounted  out  of  the 
"  monies  I  owed  to  his  subjects,  but  all  in  vain — 
44  and  all  communication  between  the  United 
44  States  and  Havanna  being  prohibited,  I  have 
44  never  had  it  in  my  power  to  receive  the  money, 
44  or  any  compensation  therefor.  The  fact  I  be- 
44  lieve  is  that  the  government  has  recovered  the 
44  money  for  my  account,  in  consequence  of  which 
44  I  beg  your  application  to  his  Catholic  Majesty's 
"  Ccmirissioners  for  it. 

44  It  may  probably  be  urged  by  that  government 
44  that  the  money,  or  some  part  thereof,  was  never 
44  recovered  from  the  bakers,  and  that  from  the 
44  length  of  time  they  are  now  dead,  or  become 
44  bankrupts  ;  but  as  government  then  put  it  out 
u  of  my  power  to  recover  those  debts,  I  must  ex- 
44  pect  redress  from  them,  or  the  state  of  Virginia, 
44  for  my  private  property.,  that  was  wrested  from 
44  me  on  account  of  her  debts.  I  make  no  demand 
(t  of  my  carriage  and  mules,  as  the  late  Count  De 
44  Galvez  on  his  arrival  at  the  Havanna,  as  Gcver- 
44  nor,  very  generously  restored  them  to  me. 

44  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obc- 
44  client  and  most  humble  servant,  Oliver  Pollock. 
44  The  Honorable  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esquire, 
44  Secretary  of  State." 

In  consequence  of  this  application  from  Mr. 
Pollock,  Mr.  Jefferson,  with  promptitude,  address- 
ed the  following  letter  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Court  of  Spain. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Jefferson,  Secretary  of  State,  to 
Don  Joseph  De  Viar,  and  Don  Joseph  De  Jan- 
el  enes. 

44  Philadelphia,  March  4,   1792. 

44  Gentlemen,  The  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Oliver 
44  Pollock,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  has 
41  stated  to  me  that  a  sum  of  9,574i  dollars,  due 
44  to  him  at   the  Havanna,  was   attached   by  his 
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"  Catholic  Majesty's  government  there,  to  secure 
'«  certain  sums  clue  to  Spanish  subjects  from  the 
44  said  Oliver  Pollock  ;  that  he  has  since  otherwise 
"  paid  the  sums  he  owed  to  those  persons,  and  to 
44  all  others  within  his  Majesty's  dominions;  and 
*'  that  therefore  he  is  entitled  to  a  reimbursement 
44  of  the  sum  so  attached,  with  interest.  I  am  too 
11  well  acquainted  with  the  way  cf  thinking  of  the 
"  Spanish  government,  on  subjects  like  this,  to 
44  doubt  that  they  will  do  full  justice  to  Mr. 
44  Pollock,  according  to  the  truth  of  his  case,  as  it 
44  shall  be  found  to  be ;  and  I  take  the  liberty 
44  therefore  of  doing  nothing  more  than  asking  the 
4t  favor  of  your  interference  to  have  his  case  duly 
44  examined  into  at  the  proper  place. 

44  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the 
44  most  perfect  esteem  and  respect,  gentlemen, 
44  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
44  Thomas  Jefferson.  Don  Joseph  De  Viar  and 
44  Don  Joseph  De  Jaudenes." 

Letter  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Court 
of  Spam  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  Secretary  of  State,  in 
answer  to  the  preceding,  translated  from  the 
Spanish. 

44  Philadelphia,  March  7,   1792. 

44  Sir,  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
<c  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  fourth  instant,  in 
<c  reply  to  which,  and  to  justify  the  proceedings 
*4  of  the  government  of  the  Kavanna,  respecting 
44  Mr.  Pollock's  property,  permit  us  to  observe 
44  that  we  consider  the  measures  taken  at  that 
44  period  to  be  of  no  other  nature  than  those  which 
44  your,  and  any  other  civilized  government,  would 
44  have  adopted  in  the  same  circumstances,  the  par- 
44  ticulars  of  which  must  be  too  well  known  to  you 
44  to  require  repetition. 

44  The  subject  having  changed  its  aspect  at 
44  present,   in    consequence   of    the   final  arrange- 
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"  ments  made  between  Mr.  Pollock  and  ourselves* 
Ci  it  will  enable  us  to  state  the  case  to  the  govern- 
M  ftient  at  the  Havanna,  recommending  the  shortest 
li  and  most  satisfactory  conclusion  of  the  affair  in 
u  question,  which  will  be  found  most  consistent 
"  with  justice,  and  good  understanding.  We  shall 
lt  always  feel  happy  in  having  frequent  opportuni- 
tc  ties  of  shewing  our  perfect  disposition  to  pre- 
"  serve  both  unviolated  on  our  part,  and  to  con- 
"  vince  you  of  the  very  great  esteem  and  respect, 
"  with  which  we  have  the  honor  tobe,sir,your'most 
44  obedient  and  most  humble  servants,  Joseph 
u  Ignacio  Viar,  Joseph  De  Jaudenes.  To  Thomas 
"  Jefferson,  Esquire,  &e,  &c." 

Letter  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Court 
of  Spain,  to  Oliver  Pollock  in  March,  1793,  in 
pursuance  of  the  preceding,  translated  from  the 
Spanish. 

4i  Sir,  in  consequence  of  the  information  which 
"  we  requested  sometime  agp  from  the  Captain- 
"  General  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  relative  to  the 
"  amount  of  your  credits,  upon  v  riich  that  govern-* 
w  ment  put  an  attachment,  to  the  value  of  9574 
"  dollars  2  rials,  we  find  ourselves  now  authorized 
"  to  tell  you,  with  great  sorrow,  t'Ks  .  the  sixth 

"  of   1  tber  last  year,    only   one  hundred  and 

*  fifty  dollars  had  entered  that  treasury,  as  you 
"  may  be  informed  more  particularly  by  the  sub- 
joined :'  a  certificate  from  the  principal 
"  officer  j  /or  the  army  and  heme 
iC  department  of  :e. 

tc  We  give  you  this  advice  in  order  that  you  may 
*'  take   such  li  may  think  proper  to  re- 

"  cover  from  your  debtors  at  the  Havannah,  as 
44  well  as  the  one    1  arid   fifty   dollars  for 

"  which  yoi  ,      ■ 

.    "  Youri  .-■     humble  servants,  Jp- 

lc  scph     de   J  .     Ignacio    de   Vi  .r, 

"March  21, 
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Certificate  of  the  collector  or  principal  officer  of 
the  army  for  the  home  department  of  the  island  of 
Cuba,  accompanying  the  preceding,  translated 
from  the  Spanish. 

44  Don  Joseph  Vidaondo,  commissary  general 
c4  of  the  royal  army  for  the  home  department,  of 
44  the  island  of  Cuba,  at  the  Havanna. 

44  I  certify  that  in  the  general  treasury  of  this 
44  island  were  received  on  the  22d  day  of  April, 
44  from  Don  Pedro  Ruiz,  150  dollars  for  account  of 
M  the  sale  of  the  brigantine  Lady  deCarmel,  sold  the 
"  14th  of  October,  1786,  belonging  to  Don  Anto- 
44  nio  Ferren,  on  which  an  attachment  was  laid  as 
44  the  property  of  Don  Olivero  Pollock,  and  that 
"  neither  before  or  since  that  date  have  there  been 
"  any  active  funds  or  debts  belonging  to  the  said 
44  Oliver  Pollock  come   into  this  treasury. 

44  Made  known  to  whom  it  may  concern,  and  I 
14  give  the  present  in  virtue,  and  by  order  of  Don 
44  Joseph  Patio  Valainte,  Visitor  General  for  the 
44  Home  Department  of  this  island.  Havanna,  6th 
14  December,  1792.  Joseph  Vidaondo.  Copia, 
44  Jaudenez,   Viar." 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  sum  total  of  the  debts 
due  from  the  bakers  at  the  Havanna  to  Mr.  Pol- 
lock, attached  by  order  of  government,  was  en- 
tirely lost ;  the  small  sum  of  150  dollars  having 
been  the  proceeds  of  another  description  of  his 
property  subjected  to  the  same  process.  It  is 
enough  for  Mr.  Pollock,  that  all  these  debtors 
were  solvent  in  the  yea1*  1784.  From  the  long 
period  that  had  intervened  it  was  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  any  thing  could  be  expected  from  an 
endeavor,  admitting  it  practicable,  to  ascertain 
why  more  was  not  received,  or  if  more  might  not 
be  obtained. 

In  consequence  of  this  information,  and  of  an 
act  of  Congress  approved  a  few  weeks  before,  Mr* 
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Pollock  prepared  himself  to  present  at  the  first 
succeeding  session  of  Congress  a  regular  petition 
for  the  allowance  of  his  claim.  It  may  not  be  un- 
important t©  introduce  a  part  of  that  act  of  Con- 
gress. 

By  that  act,  which  was  approved  on  the  12th  day 
of  February,  1793,  it  was  provided  "  that  all 
44  claims  upon  the  United  States,  for  services  or 
44  supplies,  or  for  other  cause,  matter  or  thing,  fur- 
"  nished  or  done,  previous  to  the  fourth  day  of 
44  March,  1789,  which  shall  not  be  presented 
41  before  the  first  day  of  May,  1794,  shall  forever 
44  after  be  barred  and  precluded  from  settlement 
44  or  allowance  ;  provided  that  nothing  herein 
44  contained  shall  be  construed  to  affect,'*  among 
other  things,  44  loans  of  money  obtained  in 
44  foreign  countries.' ' 

The  claim  of  Mr.  Pollock  ivas  laid  before  Con- 
gress on  the  seventh  day  of  April,  1794,  and 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  the  same  month.  The  right  to 
claim  the  several  items,  with  the  exception  alone 
of  the  expences  of  his  detention  at  the  Havanna, 
was  not  complete,  or  in  other  words  did  not  accrue, 
until  after  the  fourth  day  of  March,  1789,  to  wit : 
that  for  the  sum  awarded  Mr.  Patterson  in  the 
jear  1790,  that  for  the  five  hundred  pounds  of 
gunpowder  in  the  same  year,  that  for  the  commis- 
sion on  the  money  borrowed  of  Don  Galvez, 
which  will  be  discussed  in  a  short  time,  until  the 
year  1792,  and  that  for  the  monies  embargoed  by 
the  Spanish  government  until  the  year  1793,  when 
it  was  ascertained  that  government  did  not  intend 
to  pay  them,  though  the  ground  on  which  they 
had  been  attached  was  removed  :  independently 
of  which,  this  item  was  a  charge  or  incumbrance 
attached  to,    and  growing  out  of,   a  loan  of  many 


(    51    ) 

in  a  foreign  country,  and  therefore  justly  within 
one  of  the  exceptions  specified. 

If  the  delay  with  respect  to  the  settlement  of 
Mr.  Pollock's  claims  under  the  old  government 
has  been  thought  by  the  reflecting  and  honest 
mind  a  hardship  and  oppression  upon  him,  the 
fate  of  his  subsequent  accounts  under  the  new 
government  will  scarcely  be  deemed  less  so. 

These  claims  have  been  the  subject  cf  the  report 
of  a  succession  of  committees,  some  of  them  totally 
adverse,  others  only  partially  favorable. 

It  will  be  found  on  examination  that  every 
ground  on  which  they  have  hitherto  been  rejected 
has  been  founded  in  a  misapprehension  in  point  of 
fact.  In  all  these  reports  the  merits  of  any  part 
of  his  claim  have  not  been  touched.  They  have 
not  been  the  subject  of  the  least  discussion ;  there 
has  existed  either  a  reluctance  or  a  fear  to  approach 
them.  To  evince  this  let  the  reports  themselves 
speak. 

Procrastination  prevented  any  decided  opinion 
respecting  them  until  the  26. h  of  Mar,*  1796.  On 
that  day  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives made  a  report  upon  them. 

The  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  the  petition 
of  Mr.  Pollock  had  in  the  intervening  period  been 
referred,  at  that  time  report  ;  "  that  the  petitioner 
"  requests  an  allowance  from  the  United  States  for 
"  a  sum  lost  and  expended  by  him  while  jn  their 
M  service  as  a  Commercial  Agent  at  New- Orleans, 
"  and  the  Kavanna,  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
u  Britain,  including  interest,  and  commissions 
l<  of  five  per  centum.  The  committee  find  that 
<w  the  petitioner  performed  services  as  Commercial 
"  Agent  for  the  United  States,  and  the  Common - 
"  wealth  of  Virginia,  at  New- Orleans  and  the 
"  Havanna  ;  that  in  the  course  of  the  said  busi- 
"  ness  he  rendered  the    United   States    essential 


(    52    ) 

*■'*  services,  and  from  time  to  time  has  received 
"  large  sums  of  money.  His  accounts  have  at 
"  several  times  been  partially  settled,  and  on  the 
"  twelfth  day  of  February,  1792,  his  accounts  were 
"  settled  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury 
"  and  every  claim  how  exhibited,  except  number 
"  3,"  meaning  that  arising  on  Mr.  Patterson's 
detention,  c*  was  then  before  the  accounting 
u  officers. " 

If  by  the  expression,  "  and  from  time  to  time 
has  received  large  sums  ofmojiey"  the  committee 
meant  money  as  a  compensation  for  services,  or  in 
any  light  whatever  affording  a  profit  to  himself, 
other  than  his  standing  commissions,  the  full 
history  which  has  now  been  given  will  enable 
every  mind  to  perceive  that  the  assertion  is  incor- 
rect. Mr.  Pollock  was  entitled,  by  precise  stipu- 
lation with  the  Secret  and  Commercial  Committees 
of  the  old  Congress,  to  a  commission  of  five  per 
centum  en  all  his  advances,  disbursements  and 
other  transactions  of  that  nature,  and  this  commis- 
sion has  been  uniformly  allowed  him  in  all  his 
settlements  both  with  the  United  States  and  state 
of  Virginia.  In  every  other  point  of  view  than 
the  commissions,  and  the  interest  which  the  delay 
and  inability  of  the  government  alone,  and  not  any 
act  of  Mr.  Pollock  occasioned  the  monies  paid  to 
him,  hovjever  large  the  sums  may  sound,  are  only 
repayments  of  what  he  had  borrowed  for  the 
United  States,  or  procured  in  value  from  the 
officers  and  subjects  of  a  foreign  government  for 
their  me. 

With  respect  to  his  present  accounts  having 
been  before  the  officers  of  the  treasury  in  the  year 
1792,  Mr,  Poilcck  is  ignorant  whence  the  commit- 
tee conceive  themselves  to  have  derived  the  fact, 
but  so  far  as  he  ran  trust  his  own  memory,  which 
\s  tolerably  accurate  on  this  subject,  he  denies  that 
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any  thing  but  his  old  account  left  with  the  govern- 
ment'before  his  last  departure  to  New- Orleans, 
which  did  not  include  these  items,  was  settled  by 
them,  or  desired  to1  be  settled  by  them.  In  corro- 
boration of  his  impression  he  offers  the  subjoined 
certificates  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  his  principal  clerk,  to  understand  which  it  is 
necessary  first  to  introduce  the  treasury  warrant 
which  closed  his  settlement  in  the  year  1792. 
Copy  of  treasury  warrant  numbered    1684. 

4'-  To  Samuel  Meredith,  treasurer  of  the  United 
44  States,  greeting.  Pay  to  Oliver  Pollock,  or  cr- 
14  der,  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighteen 
41  dollars  two  cents,  being  with  warrant  number 
<4  1551  in  favor  of  the  said  Pollock  for  thirty 
44  thousand  dollars,  and  of  warrant  number  1566 
61  in  favor  of  Don  Joseph  de  Viar  and  Don  Joseph 
**  de  Jaudenez  for  seventy  four  thousand  and  eigli- 
4;  ty-seven  dollars,  the  full  amount  of  a  sum  of  mo- 
44  ney  appropriated  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  •he 
tc  23d  December,  1791,  for  the  payment  of  the  prin- 
*-  cipal  and  interest  of  a  liquidated  claim  of  the  said 
••;  Oliver  Pollock's,  and  which  sum  is  also  in  full  of 
44  all  claims  and  demands  whatsoever  of  the  said 
44  Oliver  Pollock  againsttheUnited  States, concern- 
41  ing  which  credits  have  been  heretofore  passed  en 
41  the  books  of  the  treasury.  For  so  doing  this  shall 
44  be  your  warrant. 

44  Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  thetrea- 
44  sury,  this  thirteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of 
44  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  end  nine- 
41  ty-two,  and  of  independence  the  sixteenth. 

;-  Alexander  Hamilton, 
44  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
44  Countersigned, 

4i>  Oli\ter  Wolcoti, 
4;  Comptroller. " 
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Certificate  of  Alexander  Hamilton  to  Oliver  Pol- 
lock respecting  the  preceding  warrant. 

44  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Follock  I  certify  that  I 
41  have  a  distinct  recollection  that  in  the  course  of 
*l  conversations  with  him,  respecting  his  pecuniary 
41  claims  on  the  United  States,  he  expressed 
tl  the  idea  of  his  having  further  claims  on 
"  the  United  States  beyond  those  admitted  and 
11  liquidated;  and  that  I  have  also  some  recollec- 
44  tion,  but  indistinct  and  imperfect,  that  when 
'■  a  warrant  came  to  be  issued  for  the  balance 
44  due  to  him,  he  objected  to  the  wording  of  it,  as 
4t  amounting  to  a  declaration  that  the  sum  to  be 
44  paid  was  to  be  in  full  of  all  demands  ;  and  that 
44  in  consequence  of  his  representation,  either 
«4  words  were  added  to  the  first  warrant,  or  a  new 
44  one  was  made  out,  altered  in  conformity  to  the 
44  within  copy,  that  is  to  say,  so  as  to  import  in  the 
44  warrant  a  full  satisfaction  for  claims  liqui- 
44  dated  and  credited  only. 

41  Alexander  Hamilton, 

44  February  27,  1796." 

Certificate  of  Edward  Jones,  principal  clerk  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  respecting  the  same. 

44  I  hereby  certify  that  I  issued  the  warrant,  of 
44  which  the'within  is  a  copy,  and  although  I  have 
44  but  an  imperfect  idea  at  this  time  what  circum- 
44  stance  gave  rise  to  the  addition  of  the  words  eon- 
44  cerning  which  credits  have  been  heretofore  passed 
44  en  the  books  of  the  treasury,  yet  upon  referring 
44  to  the  original  entry  in  the  books  of  this  office, 
44  made  in  my  own  hand,  it  is  evident  that  those 
44  words  were'  added  after  the  warrant  had  been 
41  completed. 

44  Edward  Jones, 
44  Principal  Clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
14  Secretary  of  the   Treasuary. 
44  March  2,  1796." 
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But  admitting  the  fact  stated  by  the  committee 
to  be  notwithstanding  correct,  to  what  does  it 
amount  ?  Has  it  ever  been  advanced,  or  can  it  be 
contended,  that  the  matters  on  which  Mr.  Pol- 
lock's claim  was  founded  were  proper  subjects  of 
executive  discretion  at  all,  and  much  less  exclu- 
sively so?  If  therefore  they  were  presented  to  the 
accounting  olncers  of  the  treasury,  and  refused  by 
them  on  that  ground,  for  certainly  it  could  have 
been  on  no  other,  is  it  any  argument  why  the  legis- 
lature should  bestow  no  consideration  upon  them? 
Are  Congress  to  shut  their  eyes  upon  the  merits 
and  justice  of  a  claim,  because  their  executive  of- 
ficers will  not  admit  it?  Does  not  the  provision 
in  the  act  of  Congress  before  recited  u  that  it  shall 
41  be  the  duty  of  the  accounting  ofHcers  ofthetrea- 
44  sury  to  make  report  to  Congress  upon  all  such 
44  of  the  said  claims  as  shall  not  be  allowed  to  be 
41  valid  according  to  the  usual  forms  of  the  treasury,'' 
directly  militate  against  such  an  inference,  and  im- 
ply that  Congress  will  exercise  a  legislative  discre- 
tion on  accompts  rejected  by  the  executive  offi- 
cers ?  Yet  the  committee,  without  approaching  the 
merits  of  the  claim,  seem  to  act  under  such  an  im- 
pression. Let  it  be  recollected  too  that  Mr.  Pol- 
lock was  as  well  prepared  to  substantiate  the  item, 
which  they  say  was  not  then  presented,  as  he  is  at 
this  time,  and  there  could  have  existeel  no  reason 
for  his  withholding  that  charge. 

The  committee  proceed.  4t  There  has  been  a 
"  variety  of  sums  granted  to  this  petitioner  at  differ- 
<c  ent  times."  Here  they  refer  to  the  years  1781, 
1782,  1783,  1785,  1791,  &c.  particularly  noticing 
how  much  of  all  these  were  for  interest.  Can  it 
be  conceived  that  the  mere  amount  of  former  sums, 
admitted  to  be  justly  due,  however  large  in  sound, 
can  affect  claims  entirely  of  another  nature,  and 
not  at  all   comprehended   in  them  ;   or   will  it  be 
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thought  that  the  allowance  of  interest  is  any  ex 
traordinary  liberality  to  a  citizen,  who  has  advanced 
his  monies  for  the  use  of  his  country,  in  the  most 
critical  times  ?   And  yet  this  seems  to  be  urged  as 
a  bar  to  Mr.  Pollock. 

They  proceed.  "  The  petitioner  could  not 
11  leave  the  Havanna  until  his  debts  contracted  for 
44  the  United  States  were  paid.  By  a  letter  from 
41  the  Governor  to  Mr.  Pollock,  this  fact  is  proved.- 
tc  He  says  he  was  detained  eighteen  months.  Du- 
"  ring  this  time  he  charges  three  thousand  dollars. 

44  It  is  in  proof  before  the  committee,  that  a  Mr. 
u  Paterson  stayed  at  New- Orleans  as  a  hostage  for 
44  the  petitioner  on  the  same  account,  to  wit;  be- 
41  cause  the  petitioner  owed  money  there,  and  was 
44  not  suffered  to  depart  without  leaving  a  hostage, 
44  or  paying  the  money.  The  latter  he  could  not 
44  do,  and  in  consequence  Mr.  Paterson  stayed  for 
44  him ;  for  which  he  recovered,  by  arbitrament, 
41  of  the  petitioner,  1740  dollars.  This  sum,  with 
44  the  three  thousand  dollars,  amounting  to  4740 
ct  dollars,  and  interest  from  payment,  the  com- 
44  mittee  suppose  ought  to  be  allowed  the  petitioner* 

44  There  has  been  no  proof  before  this  committee 
44  which  was  not  before  the  officers  of  the  treasury, 
44  They  therefore  submit  to  the  house,  for  their 
44  consideration,  the  following  resolution  : 

44  Resolved,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
44  treasury  be  directed  to  settle  the  accompt  of 
44  Oliver  Pollock,  and  allow  him  the  sum  of  4740 
*4  dollars,  with  the  interest  from  the  time  of  pay- 
*4  ment,  which  shall  be  considered  in  full  of  all 
4t  claims  of  the  petitioner  upon  the  treasury  of  the 
;  United  States." 

This  report  was  not  acted  upon  until  February* 
1798.  A  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
agreeably  to  the  preceding  resolution.  A  bill  was 
accordingly  reported,  and  committed  to   a  com- 
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mittee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  5th  February.  Oil 
the  13th  February  the  committee  of  the  whole 
disagreed  to  the  bill.  Further  consideration  was 
postponed.  On  the  20th  February  the  bill  was 
rejected  by  the  house. 

The  reason  of  this  rejection  is  stated  to  have 
been  a  representation  that  the  state  of  Virginia 
had  before  considered  the  case  of  Mr.  Pollock,  and 
allowed  him  compensation.  If  this  bill  had  passed, 
there  would  have  been  an  end  to  the  subject,  and 
Mr.  Pollock  would  have  been  compelled  to  remain 
contented  with  that  amount,  though  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  comprehend  on  what  ground  the  dis- 
tinction was  made  between  these  and  the  other 
items.  Fortunately,  the  door  of  justice  is  yet 
open. 

The  next  report  appears  to  be  in  April  1800. 
It  is  in  the  following  words  : 

"  The  committee  of  claims  to  whom  was  refer- 
ct  red  the  petition  of  Oliver  Pollock,  report,  that 
u  a  former  report,  made  on  the  26th  of  May,  1796, 
4t  ©n  the  subject  of  this  petitioner,  contains  a  state- 
"  ment  of  the  principal  and  important  facts.  A 
<l  copy  of  it  is  here  introduced,  and  submitted  as 
u  a  part  of  this  report,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
**  house.  It  was  in  the  wonls  following,  to  wit ;" 
here  follows  a  copy  of  the  preceding  report ;  the 
present  report  then  proceeds,  "  when  the  preced- 
"  ing  report  was  before  the  house  in  February 
"  1798,  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  con- 
lc  fonriable  to  the  resolution  therein  contained.  A 
"  bill  was  accordingly  reported,  and  committed  to 
<l  a  committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  5th  Fe- 
44  bruary.  On  the  13th  the  committee  of  the  w  hole 
"  disagreed  to  the  bill;  On  the  14th  the  further 
44  consideration  was  postponed  till  Monday  then- 
41  next,  and    on  the   20th  of  that  month,  after  a 
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4t  lengthy  discussion,  the  said  bill  was  rejected  by 
u  the  house. 

44  There  is  not  any  new  evidence  which  the  com* 
44  mittee  conceive  to  be  important,  which  was  not 
44  before  the  house,  and  fully  understood  by  them, 
4*  at  the  time  when  the  subject  was  formerly  under 
44  consideration.  The  affidavit  of  Mr.  David  Be- 
14  yeridge,  which  is  on  nle  with  the  other  papers, 
44  is  the  only  new  evidence  presented  to  the  com- 
44  mittee.  They  compassionate  the  misfortunes  cf 
44  Mr.  Pollock,  but  with  their  present  view  of  the 
44  case  referred  to  their  consideration,  they  cannot 
44  suppose  they  should  be  justifiable  in  recommend- 
44  ing  to  the  house  to  rescind  their  former  decision, 
44  and  therefore  report,  that  he  should  have  leave  to 
44  withdraw  his  petition." 

The  next  report  appears  to  have  been  made  on 
the  5th  December,   1800,  in  the  following  words. 

44  The  committee  of  claims  to  whom  was  refer- 
44  red  the  letter  of  Oliver  Pollock  to  the  Speaker, 
44  together  with  all  his  former  petitions,  and  the 
4k  reports  made  on  them,  report  that  they  have  duly 
41  considered  and  deliberately  examined  the  same, 
iw  and  are  fully  convinced  the  former  decision  of 
44  the  house,  made  on  the  20th  day  of  February,  in 
44  the  year  1798,  was  perfectly  right,  which  decision 
44  was  against  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ;  that  the 
44  claim  was  again  brought  before  the  House  at  the 
44  last  session,  and  referred  to  the  committee  of 
44  claims,  which  committee  reported  against  it,  though 
44  that  report  was  not  acted  on  by  the  House  ;  and 
44  that  no  new  testimony  has  been  laid  before  the  pre- 
44  sent  committee.  The  only  part  oj  the  claim  which 
u  seems  to  have  any  appearance  of  justice  is  the 
44  charge  for  a  sum  paid  to  a  Mr.  Paterson,  who, 
44  when  the  petitioner  was  arrested  atNew-Orleans, 
u  remained  there  as  a  hostage  for  him,  and  this 
44  charge  was  exhibited  by  the  petitioner  against  the 
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"  state  of  Virginia,  and  before  arbitrators  chosen  by 
44  him  and  the  then  Governor  of  that  state  to  settle 
44  a  claim  which  he  had  against  that  state  as  their 
44  commercial  agent,  and  was  by  them  reported 
"favorably  on  as  early  as the 18//?  day  of  December, 
44  1785.  This  subject  has  been  so  often  before 
44  Congress  that  the  committee  suppose  it  useless  to 
44  say  more  about  it,  as  all  the  former  reports  ac- 
41  company  this.  The  committee  report  as  their 
44  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
44  not  to  be  granted." 

Thus  the  nearest  approach  which  had  yet  been 
made  to   any   investigation  of  the   merits  of  Mr. 
Pollock's  claims,  appears    to  be  the  assertion  here 
advanced  that   the  former  decision   in  February, 
1793,  was  perfectly  right,  and  that  the  only  part 
of  the   claim   which   has  the  least  appearance  of 
justice  is  the  sum  due  on  account  of  the  detention 
of  Mr.   Patterson.     Here    the    committee    differ 
from  the  former,  who  supposed  the  claim  for  three 
thousand  dollars  on  account  of  the  detention  at  the 
Havanna  ought  to  be  allowed.       By    the    words 
44  was  exhibited,"  *•'  and  reported  favorably  on  as 
early   as   December,    1785"    the    committee   are 
evidently  acting  under  the  impression   that    com- 
pensation  had  been  allowed,   and  mean    to    infer 
that  fact.      From  whatever  source  the  impression 
may  have  been  derived,    it  is  a  sufficient  apology 
that  the  document  on  that  subject  was   really  not 
before  them,  otherwise  the  misconstruction  could 
not  possibly  have  been  made.     It  has   been  since 
procured  in  full.     It  is  a  very  voluminous  docu- 
ment, exhibiting  all  the  minutest  articles    of  Mr. 
Pollock's  transactions  for  that  state.      The  report 
of  the  arbitrators  is  subjoined  to  it.      That  report 
has  been  inserted  at  length,  and  verbatim,  in  this 
representation  ;   but  the  long  statement  of  the  ar- 
ticles in  the  acoompt   is  necessarily  omitted.     A 
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reference  to  it,  and  to  the  certificate  here  annexed 
of  a  very  competent  gentleman,  who  declares  the 
items  now  alluded  to  are  not  noticed  in  it,  will  fully 
remove  all  doubt.  Indeed  most  of  these  items 
are  five  years  subsequent  in  date. 

•"City  of  Washington,  12th  February,  1803. 

"  I  certify,  that  at  the  request  of  Oliver  Pollock* 
"  esquire,  I  have  carefully  examined  and  com- 
"  pared  the  several  items  charged  m  this  account, 
"  with  those  charged  in  an  account  of  Oliver  Pol- 
"  lock  with  the  state  of  Virginia,  as  stated  and  re- 
"  ported  on  by  Jerman  Baker,  and  William  Alex- 
"  ander,  esquires,  and  agreed  to  by  the  legislature 
"  of  the  said  state  on  the  7th  and  11th  of  January, 
"  1786,  and  that  no  charge  or  item  of  this  account 
"  appears  ever  to  have  been  charged,  setoff,  oral- 
"  lowed  by,  or  to,  the  said  Oliver  Pollock,  in  the 
"  account  so  as  aforesaid  stated,  settled,  and  allowed 
H  by  the  state  of  Virginia. 

" John  Beckley, 
"  Clerk  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
"  of  the  United  States." 

The  following  document  was  procured  in  1801, 
which  will  further  corroborate  the  preceding  state- 
ment. 

"  Virginia,  Auditor's  office,  29th  July,  1S01. 

"  I  have  examined  the  books  and  papers  in  this 
"  office,  and  do  not  find  that  any  allowance  has 
"  been  made  by  the  Commonwealth  to  Oliver 
"  Pollock,  for  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
"  forty  dollars,  said  to  have  been  paid  by  him  to 
"  Thomas  Patterson,  for  detention  at  New-Orleans 
"  as  a  hostage  on  account  of  debts  due  from  said 
"  Pollock.  Samuel   Shepard,  Auditor." 

"  Virginia,  to  wit  ;  I  do  hereby  certify  that 
"  Samuel  Shepard,  who  signs  the  above  certificate, 
*'  is  the  Auditor  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  that 
»  full  faith  and  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  all 
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"  things  certified  by  him  as  such.  Given  under 
44  my  hand  as  Governor,  and  under  the  seal  of  the 
44  Commonwealth,  at  Richmond,  the  11th  day  of 
44  December,  1801. 

44  (seal)  James  Monroe.'' 

In  consequence  of  the  preceding  transactions 
Mr.  Pollock  presented  to  the  House  the  following 
petition  in  February,  1802. 

44  To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the 
44  petition  of  Oliver  Pollock  humbly  sheweth  :  that 
44  your  petitioner  has  frequently  exhibited  to  Con- 
44  gress  his  claim  against  the  United  States,  on  the 
44  accompt  hereto  subjoined,  which  claim  has 
44  received  different  decisions ;  that  at  the  last 
44  session  of  Congress,  the  Committee  of  Claims  of 
14  this  honorable  House  acting  thereon,  made  a 
44  report  against  your  petitioner,  founded  in  niis- 
-M  take,  equally  injurious  to  his  claim  and  to  his 
44  integrity  as  an  honest  man.  This  mistake 
44  proceeded,  as  will  appear  from  the  report,  from 
44  a  supposition  that  a  charge  of  1,700  dollars,  and 
14  upwards,  had  been  exhibited  by  the  petitioner 
44  against  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  paid  by  that 
44  state  in  the  year  1785,  winch  charge  had  been 
44  produced  by  the  petitioner  against  the  United 
44  States.  If  this  supposition  was  founded  in  fact 
44  the  petitioner  would  indeed  merit  the  severest 
44  condemnation  of  his  conduct,  as  well  as  the 
44  rejection  of  his  claim  ;  but  being  possessed  of 
44  full  and  complete  proof  of  the  mistake  of  the 
44  committee,  and  that  his  claim  for  the  1,700  dol- 
44  lars  aforesaid  was  never  made  to,  paid  Or  allowed 
44  by  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  in  fact  accrued  five 
44  years  after  the  settlement  with  the  state  of  Vir- 
44  ginia,  your  petitioner  prays  a  revision  and  rc- 
44  hearing  of  his  claims  against  the  United  States, 
44  founded  on  the  accompt  herein  referred  to.  And 
<4  he  will  pray.     Oliver  Pollock. " 
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This  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims  ;  on  this  occasion  the  committee  divided, 
one  part  being  in  his  favor,  and  the  other  opposed. 
A  majority  was  found  against  him,  and  assign  the 
following  as  the  reason  :  "  that  at  the  time  of  the 
4t  settlement  with  Virginia,  the  petitioner  knew, 
44  and  stated  to  the  arbitrators  his  liability  to 
w  Paterson  ;  and  tb's  liability ,  with  other  consi- 
"  derations. mentioned  in  the  award,  seems  to  have 
"  induced  the  arbitrators  to  allow  the  petitioner \ 
u  in  addition  to  the  lawful  interest,  commissions 
"  at  Jive  per  centum  on  all  the  monies  he  advanced , 
"  which  amounted  to  a  very  large  sum."  The 
report  of  the  arbitrators  is  before  the  eye  which 
shall  honor  his  case  with  a  perusal,  and  every 
independent  mind  will  judge  for  itself  whether 
such  is  the  fact.  The  commission  of  five  per 
centum  was  the  original  stipulation  for  Mr,  Pol- 
lock's services,  by  the  old  Congress,  and  is  the 
only  kind  of  compensation  expected  by  him,  or 
ever  allowed  to  him.  If  this  small  profit  tempted 
him  to  go  such  extraordinary  lengths  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country,  at  a  time  when  the  principal 
was  more  precarious  than  the  obtention  of  the 
commission,  it  must  be  inferred  his  avarice  was 
indeed  exorbitant,  and  little  is  to  be  placed  to  the 
credit  of  patriotism.  But  though  the  old  govern- 
ment was  poor,  it  was  faithful  to  its  engagements  ; 
and  in  all  his  settlements  hitherto,  both  with  the 
United  States,  and  with  the  state  of  Virginia,  Mr. 
Pollock  has  never  yet  been  refused  the  allowance 
of  this  commission.  This  paltry  commission  lias 
been  more  than  swallowed  up  in  his  personal  dis- 
asters, in  the  devastation  of  his  fortune,  in  the  dis- 
tress's of  his  family,  in  the  repeated  journies  of 
himself  and  his  agents  to  obtain  his  principal,  ii 
twenty-six  long  years  attendance  on  a  nation  to 
adjust  accounts  which  ought  to  have  bcui  sc 
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with  the  utmost  promptitude.  Yet  the  committee 
have  been  inclined  to  think  this  inconsiderable 
commission  on  former  sums,  ought  to  sweep  away 
both  commission  and  principal  of  this.  But  say 
the  committee  this  commission  amounted  to  a  very 
large  sum.  And  what  does  that  argument  prove  ? 
That  the  advances  of  Mr.  Pollock  to  this  nation 
amounted  also  to  a  very  large  sum  ;  to  twenty 
times  the  large  sum  supposed  to  have  gone  to  his 
profit.  It  will  be  singular  if  the  extern  of  a  citi- 
zen's advances  to  his  country  is  made  an  argument 
against  his  reimbursement ;  and  if  the  requital  of 
services  is  to  be  diminished  exactly  in  proportion 
to  their  value  and  importance.  Let  it  be  remem- 
bered not  a  dollar  of  public  money  was  ever  ad- 
vanced to  Mr.  Pollock ;  the  government  was  al- 
ways in  his  debt. 

No  decision  having  taken  place  on  this  report 
it  has  been  recently  recommitted,  and  Mr.  Pollock 
anxious  that  further  misunderstanding  should  be 
precluded,  which  the  antiquity  and  variegated 
history  of  his  affair  constantly  renders  liable,  has 
availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  attempt  a 
lucid  representation  of  his  claim,  superseding  any 
further  apology  for  procrastination  ;  enabling  his 
country  and  the  world  to  pronounce  upon  his  pre- 
tentions ;  and  himself  to  preserve,  in  his  old  age, 
a  tranquility  now  necessary  to  a  mind,  which  once 
danger  did  not  intimidate,  difficulty  did  not  embar- 
rass ;  which  suffering  has  not  subdued,  and  which 
disappointment,  though  from  a  country  he  served 
and  loved,  has  not  soured. 


It  remains  only  to  exhibit  the  exact  sums  now 
demanded  by  Mr.  Pollock.  It  will  be  followed 
with  a  short  remark  on  the  nature  of  each,  ii  not 
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being  the  intention  of  this  representation  to  urge 
in  their  favor,  the  arguments  which  every  virtuous 
mind  will  find,  in  the  greatest  abundance,  in  th3 
facts  themselves. 

Accompt  of  Mr.   Pollock. 

The  United  States  of  America  debtor  to  Oliver 
Pollock. 

To  the  amount  of  sundry  debts 
due  to  him  at  the  Havanna  from 
Spanish  bakers,  embargoed  or  at- 
tached by  order  of  the  Spanish 
government  on  the  17  May,  1784, 
to  secure  debts  due  to  Spanish 
officers  and  subjects,  contracted 
by  him  on  account  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  state  of  Virginia, 
and  particularly  those  on  certain 
protested  bills  drawn  by  express 
order  on  Penette  Dacosta  Freres 
and  company  at  Nantz  and  Bour- 
deaux,  the  non-collection  and  loss 
of  which  appears  by  the  letter  of 
Don  Joseph  De  Viar,  and  Don 
Joseph  De  Jaudenes,  dated  on  the 
27th  March,   1793,  dollars    9,574  25  cents 

To  his  expences  while  detained 
at  the  Havanna,  by  order  of  the 
Spanish  government  on  the  same 
account,  which  detention  was  of 
eight  ce  n  months  duration,  of  which 
his  family  consisting  of  his  lady, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  with 
servants,  remained  nine  ;  in  an 
expensive  foreign  cc.Miry,     dolls    3,0CQ 

To  amount  awarded  Thomas 
Paterson,    and   paid   to   him    by 
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Oliver  Pollock  on  the  20th  July, 
1790,  for  the  detention  of  the  said 
Paterson  as  a  hostage  for  Oliver 
Pollock,  for  debts  contracted  by 
the  said  Pollock  to  Spanish  officers 
and  subjects  on  account  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  state  of 
Virginia,  and  particularly  serving 
to  secure  the  conquest  of  the  Il- 
linois country,  the  said  Pollock 
being  obliged  to  repair  to  the 
United  States,  in  consequence  of 
the  total  failure  on  the  part  of  their 
government  to  send  him  the  re- 
mittances and  supplies  promised, 
or  to  pay  the  drafts  they  ordered 
him  to  draw  on  them,  dollars     1,740 

To  five  hundred  pounds  cf  gun- 
powder, delivered  from  the  king's 
stores  the  10th  September,  1780, 
for  the  equipment  cf  the  sloop 
West-Florida;  but  payment  not 
required  thcreior  until  August  18, 
1790,  and  then  paid  to  Don  Juan 
PrietOj  king's  storekeeper,  dolls.        450 


Dollars     14,764  25  cents 


To  commission  of  live  per  cen- 
tum on  1,740  dollars  paid  Tito* 
mas  Paterson,  -  dollars  87 

To  commission  of  five  per  cen- 
tum on  450  dollars  paid  Don  Juan 
PHeto,  for  gunpowder  for  the 
United   States,  -  dollars         £2  50 

To  commission  of  five  per  cen- 
tum on  74.087  dollars  borrowed 
f  ;r  the    United  State*  from  Don 

1 
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Bernardo  De  Galvez,  Governor 
of  Louisiana,  and  paid  to  Don 
Joseph  De  Viar,  and  Don  Joseph 
De  Jaudenes,  commissioners  of 
the  court  of  Spain,  on  the  15th 
February,  1792,         -  dollars  3,704  35 


Dollars     3,813  85 


Total         -        -     Dollars  18,578  10  cents 

To  interest  on  dollars  9574  25 
cents  from  17th  May,  1784,  until 
paid,  -     -     - 

To  interest  on  dollars  3000, 
from  13th  May,   1785,  until  paid,     -     -     - 

To  interest  on  dollars  1740, 
from  20th  July,  1790,  until  paid,       -     -     - 

To  interest  on  dollars  450, 
from  18th  August,  1790,  until 
paid,  -     -     - 


Total, 


On  the  first  item  an  enquiry  or  two  will  be  made. 

If  the  disaster  of  being  arrested  and  detained  at 
the  Havanna,  and  having  credits  embargoed^  origi- 
nated in  a  solemn  stipulation  with  government,  and 
was  virtually  occasioned  by  its  inability  and  failure 
to  comply  with  a  public  contract,  is  not  that  go- 
vernment under  a  moral  obligation,  and  duty  of  ho- 
nor, to  make  an  adequate  atonement  ? 

If  the  original  disaster  arose  from  the  absorp- 
tion of  ail  the  means  of  the  claimant  in  a  foreign 
country,  by  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  their  neglect  and  inability  to  reimburse  the  pe- 
titioner those  means  with  the  promptitude  he  had 
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a  right  to  expect ;  thus  disenabling  him  to  apply 
any  private  resources  to  his  extrication,  the  ugh 
the  immediate  source  of  it  was  in  a, transaction 
with  the  state  of  Virginia,  is  not  the  government 
of  the  United  States  under  a  moral  and  equitable 
obligation  to  recompence  the  petitioner  for  such 
disaster  ? 

If  the  state  of  Virginia  ordered  those  bills  to  be 
drawn,  and  extracted  those  resources  from  the  pe- 
titioner, for  the  purpose  of  conquering,  and  main* 
taining  the  conquest  of,  the  Illinois  country,  and 
afterwards  ceded  that  conquest  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  that  government  operating 
itself  with  all  the  attendant  charges  and  incuiru 
brances,  are  not  the  United  States  the  party  to 
adjust  this  difference  with  the  petitioner,  or  is  he 
now  to  make  a  demand  for  that  purpose  on  the  state 
of  Virginia  ? 

From  the  moment  the  right  and  power  of  the 
petitioner  over  the  debts  due  from  the  bakers  at 
the  Havanna  was  defeated,  was  it  not  to  be  fore- 
seen that  the  recovery  of  them  in  the  hands  of  other 
persons  would  become  precarious  and  dilatory ; 
and  is  it  not  obvious  that  the  death,  removal,  or 
insolvency  of  the  debtors,  has  in  so  long  a  course 
of  time  extinguished  every  hope  of  collection  ? 

Does  not  this  embargo  or  attachment,  of  debts 
thus  divided,  among  characters  of  such  a  de- 
scription, in  a  country  so  peculiarly  governed, 
operating  from  the  17th  May,  1784,  until  the  27th 
March,  1793,  all  communication  in  the  mean  time 
interdicted,  the  government  by  its  acts  recogniz- 
ing in  itself  a  power  and  obligation  to  collect  them, 
und  actually  collecting  part,  though  not  of  these 
precise  sums,  amount  to  absolute  and  conclusive 
proof  tba{  these  debts  arc  lost  ? 

With  respect  to  the  second  item,  not  a  whisper 
has  been  heard   that  the  amount  is  unreasonable  ; 
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and  Congress  has  virtually  said,  that  if  it  has  not 
been  already  paid,  it  should  be  so. 

From  what  has  been  interspersed  through  this 
representation,  nothing  need  be  said  on  any  other 
item,  excepting  the  last  article  charged  among  the 
commissions,  the  five  per  centum  on  the  amount 
paid  to  the  Spanish  commissioners. 

From  the  nature  of  his  engagements  with  the 
public,  Mr.  Pollock  never  conceived  himself  en^ 
titled  to  claim  any  commission  on  that  money, 
borrowed  from  a  foreign  public  officer,  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  until  it  was  actually  repaid. 
Hence  he  made  no  calculation  of  it  in  antici- 
pation. As  a  man  of  business,  he  conceived 
the  regular  time  to  speak  of  his  right  to  it,  nvas 
after  it  accrued* 

If  this  commission  is  refused  him,  is  it  not  evi- 
dent that  for  his  agency  in  obtaining  and  disburs- 
ing so  large  a  sum,  no  compensation  has  been,  cl- 
ean be,  received  ? 

For  tliree  hundred  dollars  paid  to  the  captain  of 
the  frigate  for  his  passage  from  the  Havanna,  Mr. 
Pollock  has  made  no  claim.  Having  omitted  it 
in  his  former  charges,  he  chooses  to  wave  it  now. 
Perhaps  it  might  be  urged  that  he  must  at  some 
time  or  other  have  returned,  and  that  the  charge 
was  not  a  proper  one. 

Maxims  of  frugality  and  a  spirit  of  economy  are 
honorable  to  the  rulers  of  a  people  ;  but  if  that  spi- 
rit degenerates  into  a  fiat  denial  of  justice,  those 
rulers  sacrifice  the  virtue,  the  honor,  and  the  best 
policies  of  that  people. 


It  \s  justice  Mr.  Pollock  asks.  He  has  render- 
ed services  of  another  kind.  The  confidential  do- 
cuments of  the  government  will  shew  the  service 
he  once  rendered  it  in  regard  to  Pensacola.     The 
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present  documents  shew  the  additional  fact  of  his 
having  attended  in  person  the  reduction  of  the  Bri- 
tish posts  on  the  Mississippi.  It  is  not  for  confi- 
dential or  military  services  he  asks  a  compensation. 
He  has  yet  interceded  for  no  charities,  no  gratuit- 
ous donations.  Silent  without  a  murmur  when 
his  country  was  distressed,  he  now  requires  what 
he  conceives  matter  of  strict  right.  He  is  ready, 
and  has  it  in  his  power,  to  serve  his  country  still 
farther  at  this  day;  but  it  is  time  enough  to  refuse 
him  any  claim  on  the  mere  liberality  and  genero- 
sity of  the  country  when  he  shall  ask  for  it. 

It  is  an  object  of  the  highest  importance  to  him 
to  obtain  a  decision  on  this  protracted  claim  dur- 
ing the  present  session  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  Never  does  he  expect  to  be  better 
prepared  to  meet  the  public  scrutiny.  Never  does 
he  expect  to  meet  characters  in  the  government 
better  disposed  to  do  him  right.  To  attain  this 
great  object,  a  prompt  decision,  finding  the 
session  necessarily  limited,  and  drawing  to  its 
close,  he  has  made  an  extraordinary  exertion  ;  and 
has  procured  his  pile  of  voluminous  documents, 
too  bulky  almost  for  one  or  two  members,  much  less 
all,  to  become  well  possessed  of  in  their  undigested 
and  confused  state,  to  be  here  interwoven,  and  ex- 
hibited in  chronological  order,  with  every  necessa- 
ry explanation,  in  order  that  every  depository  of 
national  trust,  by  the  mere  trouble  of  reading  his 
ease,  and  referring  to  originals  for  further  satisfac- 
tion where  it  is  wanted,  may  be  able  to  judge  for 
himself,  and  to  pronounce  his  fate. 


cnu.w* 


Washington,  February  12,   1803. 

.  Vades  in  arms  for  whom  he  had  largely  made 
bis  journey,  and  whom  he  met  in  a  sort  of 
Grand  Army  reunion  on  his  return.  As  a 
starting-point  of  occupancy,  Connolly  had 
mentioned  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  the  site  of  his 
confiscated  land.  That  Connolly  should  thus 
have  pointed  the  way  to  what  proved  a  land 
of  more  than  promise  for  many  Revolutiona- 
ries, and  have  provided  a  universitv  endowment 
''hat  is  still  effective,  yet  have  lost  everything 
lmseif,  is  among  the  notable  ironies  of  history.,. 


nes 
thai 

him 


I  The  November  issue  of  the  Magazine  of 
American  History  has  a  curious  scrap  from 
the  New  York  Gazette  of  January  10,  1777. 
This  ancient  article  is  a  narrative  by  a  Tory, 
Dr.  John  Smith,  of  his  being  seized  with  Col. 
Connolly  "in  Frederick  County,  Maryland, 
over  the  Blue  Ridge,"  and  of  their  harsh  treat- 
ment by  Whig  authorities.  They  were  recruit- 
ing a  regiment  of  Tories.  The  story  leads  one 
to  inquire  about  Col.  Connolly.  Referring  for 
information  to  Appletons'  '  Dictionary  of  Bi- 
ography,' one  finds  some  statements  which  give 
him  pause.  It  is  said  that  "  about  1798  Con- 
nolly conferred  at  Detroit  with  prominent  citi- 
zens of  the  "West  with  regard  to  the  seizure  of 
New  Orleans,  but  that  the  attention  of  Wash- 
ington was  called  to  the  subject,  and  measures 
were  taken  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the 
plot."  If  the  date  1798  is  correct,  there  was  no 
occasion  for  resort  to  Washington,  for  he  was 
already  a  private  citizen;  Adams  was  in  power. 
Again,  in  179S,  Detroit  was  utterly  dissevered 
from  New  Orleans,  and  so  could  not  have  been 
a  base  of  operations  against  it.  It  was  beyond 
range  altogether.  If  the  writer  in  Appleton 
had  looked  into  Crni^'s  'Olden  Time,'  he 
would  have  written  liut1  instead  of  1792-  and 

substituted  Kentucky. for  Detroit.  He  would 
also  have  learned  that  the  ostensible  object  of 
Connolly's  Kentucky  visit  was  in  regard  to 
lands  he  had  himself  owned  there,  but  which 
had  been  confiscated. 


The  story  of   that  confiscation   is  not  told 
in  « Olden  Time,'  but  it  is  worth  telling.     In 
17S0  it  was  decided  by  a  jury,  of  whom  Daniel 
Boone  was  one,  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  that  two 
thousand  acres  of  which  John  Connolly  was  pos- 
sessed on  the  Ohio  at  the  Falls,  were  escheated 
for  disloyalty  to  the  State  of  Virginia.    On  this 
land  most  of  the  city  of  Louisville  is  now  built, 
and  it  was  the  first  land  confiscated.  But  it  had 
been  before  enacted  that  the  first  acres  for- 
feited by  Tories  should  be  granted  (eight  thou- 
sand of  them)  to  Transylvania  University  for 
its  endowment.     The  connection  of  Connolly 
with  southwestern  lands  has  a  further  interest. 
In  November,  1770,  as    Washington  was  re- 
turning  from   his   voyage    down    the    Ohio, 
though  not  so  far  as  Kentucky,  he  notes  in  a 
pocket  almanac,  that  in  Pittsburgh  he  invited, 
I  among  others,  Dr.  Connolly  to  dinner.  He  says 
he  found  him  a  very  sensible,  intelligent  man, 
who  had  been  up  the  Shawna  (now  the  Cumber- 
land) River  nearly  four  hundred  miles.     From 
him  he  ascertained  that  its  valley  was  an  ex- 
ceedingly desirable  country,  in  respect  of  cli- 
mate, streams,  and  level ;  fit  for  any  kind  of  cul-  j 
tivation.     Besides  these    natural    advantages, 
game  was  so  plenty  as  not  only  to  render  the  im- 
portation of  provisions  (bread  only  excepted) 
altogether  unnecessary,  but  to  enrich  adven- 
turers with  the  peltry  for  which  there  was  a 
constant  and  good  market.    Nothing  out  West 
seems  to  have  pleased  Washington  better  than 
what  he  thus  heard  about  Kentucky— a  region 
no  part  of  which  he  ever  saw.     Its  praises  he 
must  have  blazoned  abroad  among  his  com- 


THS    POLLOCKS    OF    SIL.VEBS    SPR1KG. 

We  aro  indebted  to  his  Honor,  Judge 
Herman,  of  Carlisle,  for  the  following 
transcripts  of  the  will  of  James  Pollock,  of 
East  PeLnsboro'.  The  will  is  dated  24>h 
September,  1790: 

«  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  dfarly  be- 
loved wife,  Ann  Pollock,  all  the  rents, 
issues  and  profits  of  all  my  real  and  per- 
sonal estate.  *  :-  *  *  "  11»f  ™&° 
wench,  Venus,  not  to  serve  more.tnan  ten 
years.  *  *  *  *  ::'  I  g*7e  and  devise 
my  tract  otland,  situate  on  the  West  Branch 
of  the  Susquehanna  river,  near  the  Gneat 
Island,  in  Northumberland  county,  to  Jarett 
Pollock,  Mary  Pollock  and  Rosetia  Pollocs, 
my  brother  Oliver  Pollock's  children,  to 
them  and  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 
I  give  and  devise  mv  tract  of  land,  situate 
in  Nittane  Valley,  Northumberland  county, 
also  my  houses  and  lots  in  and  near  Carlisle., 
to  the  said  Jarett,  Mary  and  Rosetta  1  ol 
lock,  to  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns  tor-  . 
ever.  I  give  and  devise  my  tract  vi  laud,- 
situate  in  Bedford  county,  to  Galvez :  Pol- 
lock, son  ol  said  Oliver  Pollcck,  to  his  heirs 
and  assigns  forever." 

There  was    another  James  Pollock,  who 
resided  in  Hopewell  township,  Cumberland 
county,  whose  will  is  dated  March  ol,  1.  .2. 
He  left  a  widow  and  children  John   James, 
William,  Robert,  Jennie  and  Martha.  Jojro 
Pollock,  of  Carlisle,   whose  wiU  is  dated 
January  7,  1807,  mentions  his  wife  Grace 
and  his  "grandaona  John  Pollock  Morrison 
and  Leaf  Morrison,  sons  of  Hance  Morn- 
son  who  is  intermarried  with  my  daugntfu 
rargaret.-    Elleanor  Pollock,  of ^Carhs^ 
who?;  will  is  dated  August  20   1803,  'wid- 
ow of  John  Pollock,    deceased,'   men^M 
her  "sister  Elizabeth  McDannel,  widow  ot 
John    McDannel,"   her  "daughters  m-tew,  . 
Eleanor  Armstrong  and  Jean  Pollock   wife 
of  Alexander  Pollock"    P«^?8^I:ff' 
Hayd^n  can  unravel  these  John  Polloew. 
I      James  Pollock,  a  son  of  Oliver  Pollock, 
I  we  learn    from    Kline's    Cmlisle   OazeUe 
'  when  riding  a  blooded  horse  out  in .the  lie ,d 
to  see  a  favourite  dog  tnat  had    died,    the 
horse  was  frightened  hj r  the >  odour  o     We 
si^ht  of  the  remains,  and  running  off  th*ew 
Jameson  a  stone  and    he    was    instantly 

I  kl  Jared  ox  Jarett  Pollock  rndr.  Polly  (MaryJ 
Briegs,  daughter  of  David  Bnggs,of  Silvers 
Sormg  February  13, 1800;  married  by  Rev 
Dr  Davidson  and  moved  shortly  after  to 
Centre  county.  [Can  Mr.  Linn  give  any 
account  of  his  descendants  t  J  ; 

1      Oliver  Pollock  was  at  least  85  years  old  , 

\  when  he  died,  in  1823.     James,  his  brother 
died  Sent?  1,   1800,  and  John,   the  son  of 

\  jLmetFebruary  18,  1807,  both  at  Carlisle. 

I      In  addition  to  the  ^egoing,  the  Hon. 
John  Blair  Linn  furnishes  the  following  . 

Mr  Hayden's  sketch  of  Oliver  Pol  lock 
remindedme  of  a  crisp  political  letter  I 
noUced  among  Gen.   Irvine's  ^Wished 

|  correspondence,    interesting    perhaps,    as 
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